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e Advertiſement. 
HE Author of the following Sheets hopes 
that his reſiding in a very remote Part of 
the World will be a ſufficient Excuſe for their 
late Appearance, 
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. A brief. State of the Argument for 
the Truth of Chriſtianity drawn from 
A Wan re View of . 4 


＋ is the Opinion of the learned Bi 
ſ Sherbck, in his Diſcourſes on the . 
| Intent of Prophecy, that there is a gen 
| cy amongſt all thoſe Propheci 
that were delivered to the World, concerning the 
Meſſiah that was to come; and that, in a y= » 
ing thoſe Prophecies to our Saviour, we of- 
ä 
conſider only ſeparately and t- 
ty; and that ſuch a partial Contideration can/ by 
—— e Us an adequate Idea of the grand 
Providence in the Redemption of 


Les "Hrs Lordſhip is further of Opinion, that het 
+ were intended by Providence 8 Fa 
wo great Purpoſes. Firſt, to ſupport . F 

and Religion of the old Morid. And Secondly, 


give Teſtimony to the Miſian of Jeſus. With a ales 
to the Art be he ſhews, — A; abort of the 


Methah was gradually opened, and unfolded by 
little and little, according to the different Exigen- | 
IT Is i NANO 
A 
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121 
ed, and the Meaſure of Support and Comfort 
that was neceſſary to be im to them. He 
thinks alſo, that the ſecond will be greatly aſ- 
fiſted by taking in one entire View the whole 


Scheme of Prophec . y, and that bey abo confider 


the Prophecies under the old Teſſament, "as ſo 
Prediction 12535 on each other; — . 
ver form a ri 705 ement of the Ar 

the Truth of drawn 13 


LET it be 3 1 obſerved, that an entire View 


of the Prophecies be taken in two 

either ſucceſſively, as they lie in Or 
of Time; or collectively, as they all toge 
make 


one compleat Set of —— 
to the Perſon. Theſe Views are manifeſt 
ly diſtinct: The firſt of them is, I apprehend; 
chiefly to be attended to, when we treat of the 
firſt of Pr e thai later of dn 
is ſolely ſubſervient to Second. 

Tu AT the Prophecies of the Meſſiah record 
ed in the Old T nt are diſpoſed in 
lar and nt Order, — — 
any one who ſeriouſly conſiders them: and that 
this Order was not fallen upon accidentally, and 
without Deſign, I think will admit of as little 
iſpute. The latter Purpoſe of Prop hecy could 
not be the Deſign of Providence in diſpoſing 
them in this Order. For it will appear that the 
Second View chiefly fits them for this Purpoſe, 
and that a Set of Prophecies, if they only con- 
tained a full Deſcripti of the Meſſiah, would 
have given as an Evidence to the divine 
* 


Miſſion 


(3] 


Miſſion of | Jeſus, in whatever Order they 
been delivered; or delivered even cs 55 
* n 


— \Conditons could be ade 


this End than that the! berker ſhoult be 1. % 
clear as to be eaſily 'to'the Meſfiab ; 2. % 
numerous — „41 te . End th 
the material Aebi Life, and 
Lent of beanie) 2 to be neceſſari 
reftrained tu him, and applicable to no one 
Now theſe Conditiors might be obtained, wit 
out to the Order in which the Pro- 
phecies were delivered : and of Conſequence the 
giving a more Teſtimony to the Miffion 
of Jeſus, could not be the Deſign of Providence 
r Arrangement to theſe Pro- 
are diſpoſed. But both 
Ly Conditions could not alſo b be obtained with- 
out a Regard to the ſecond View of Proj 
which we have pointed out. For though the 
t have been fo plain as to be 


ah rp migh 


le to the Meſſiah (as in Fact all 


the P es applied to him are) yet unleſs 
they did all make-up one compleat Set 
of Predictions relating to the ſame , they 


could' not have been o numerous and particular 
as to comprehend a View of the moſt material 
of our Saviour's Actions, and the Intention of 
his' Coming, nor as to be reſtrained to him a- 
— r 0 


1 
160 (13 AE - 
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Tus Diſtinctions then, I apprehend, — 
clear and eaſy Account how far 
tinctly and independently — can ee. 

wards producing a di- 

Ain dg m us, dun bow far hey mu 


this View only they could go no farther. They 
might be of ſo looſe a Nature, and in Fact ma- 
bom oro ad Sib, as to be applica- 
ble to many more beſides the Perſon of our Sa- 
viour. Thus that Prediction, which ſays the Meſ- 
fiah ſhould make his Grave with the Rich, is 
plainly applicable to our Lord, becauſe it — 
| W —— to him; but it hap 
many more beſides our Saviour, and 
if we conſider it no otherwiſe than ſingly, the 
Evidence of this Prophecy is manifeſtly loſt. It 
can no more, by its own ſingle Force, prove 
Jeſus of Nazareth to be the Meſſiah, than it can 
a Thouſand others, to whom the ſame Thing 
happened in common with him. It only ſets his 
Claim to that Title upon a Level with that of 
all thoſe on whoſe Corpſes, ſince the giving out 
of the Prophecy, the ſame diſtinguiſhed Inter- 
ment has been beſtowed. But when we give it 
a Place amongſt a Collection of Prophecies that 
were all given out concerning the — Meſſiah, 
then we ſee how, under this collected View, it 
is at once reſtrained, and aſſiſts in reſtraining o- 
1 to the Neun of our Saviour; fince it — 


for, 


[33 
—————— — 
other Circumſtances concurred, nor can the-reſt 
but where this is alſo due. Tis true 
there are ſome of the Prophecies by their Nature 
more reſtrained. There rar — — 

Juſtice, 


be 


them which no one could, in 
tend to have fulfilled but our Saviour 1 
Theſe are however far the ſmalleſt Number. 
Nay there are ſcarce any of them, which a cavil- 
ling Age would have allowed him a 
inconteſted Right to: and, in by far the 
Number, He would have had _ 
Com But if fail here, much 
can ſcattered, anſwer the 
other Part of the ſecond Condition. For it is a 
Contradiction, that a Prophecy of a ſingle Event 
ſhould com a View of the moſt material 
Actions of the Meſſiah, and the Intention of his 
ing. We ſee how ſmall a Part of that Evi- 
dence for the Truth of our Saviour's Miſſion, 
which Reaſon teaches us to expect from Pro- 
phecy, is obtainable from Prophecies ſingly and 
independently conſidered : and therefore how ne- 
ceſſary it is, in Order to draw a concluſive Ar- 
gument for the Truth of Chriſtianity from this 
Topic, to take an entire View of the Pro 
of the Old Teſtament in the ſecond Light, as 
they all together make up one compleat Set of 
Predictions relating to the ſame Perſon. 
Ir we ſhould attend only to one ſingle Ope- 
ration of Nature, or to one ſingle Act of God's 
m 
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be tempted to deny a Providence, But if we talte 
in at one comprehenſive View the whole Syſtem 
of Nature, and run through the whole Scheme 
of God's Diſpenſations, then the Proofs of 1 

and Wiſdom thme in fo ftrong <br raph Us, that 
We cannot help acknowledging: and 
Creator and Governour' of the Univer, 
So here, when we attend only to one ſingle Pro- 
; fo narrow-and a View will at beſt 
leave the Mind cl with great Uncertainties': 
but when We enlarge our and admit at 
once the whole Syſtem of Prophecies; then the 
Evidence for our Saviour's divine Miſſion breaks 
in with a Force fo irreſiſtible as carries all Doubts 
before it, and pours ſtrong Conviction and full 

Affurance over all the Mind. 

I do not deny, bat dus s- Viet 
Prophecy may contribute ſomething towards 
ſtrengthening, or at leaſt beautifying, the Argu- 
ment drawn from thence for the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity. For tis certain that the Syſtem of Pro- 
phecies cannot be ranged in a more beautiful Or- 
der than that wherein they ſtand. And befides; 
having an Eye to the Occaſions for which they 
were given, the Place they poſſeſs in the Series 
of Prophecies, and the Circumſtances that at- 
tended their Delivery, cannot fail of giving Light 
to ſeveral particular Prophecies. There is ſome 
Reaſon to imagine, that our Saviour and his Diſ- 
ciples looked upon this as the moſt commodious 
Order, in which to dra out theſe Pro to 
give their Evidence to the Truth of his Miſſion. 
N Wherever 


Teſtimony, they generally began 
and then deſcended in Order —— of the 


Prophets. We have a ſtrong Pteſi of 
our Saviouf y eſpecial Regard to this 
joined with a direct Proof, that He ht the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament gave the beit 
Evidence 70 his Miſſion when collected, in the 
Account of his Diſcourſe with the Diſ- 
ciples in the Way to Emmautl. 0 Fools; and 
flow of Heart, ſaid He, : to believe all tbat the Pro- 
ed theſe Things, and to enter into his Guy A 
beginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, He em. 
founded unto them in all the Sc s the Things 
concerning himfelf.. From We can 
Nothing leſs than this, that, in Order to con- 
vince his doubting Diſciples of the Truth of his 
Miſſion from the Topic of Prophecy, He both 
ſummed up all the Prophecies contained in the 
Scriptures concerning hunſelf, and alſo purſued 
that Order in which Providence had thought fit 


to diſpoſe and connect them. He began from : 


Moſes, and parry anon — 
ſion throughout all the Scri 
Tuts Obſervation will es 
conſider chat this was the firſt Time che A 
ment was, and could have been, made Uſe of in 
its full Extent. The ies had not till then 
received their full and final Completion. The 
err ener; b vat apr peer 
Luke 24. 25 Kc. 2 * 


[8] 
ed, he had drank the bitter Cup, had paid down - 
our Ranſom, had ſhewn himſelf victorious over 
our grand Enemy, and in ſhort had finiſhed the 
great Work of his Miſſion; and now at laſt eve- 
ry Character given of the Meſſiah appeared legi- 
ble in his Perſon. The Prophecies therefore 
could not have been earlier applied to him in'a 
collected and dependent View. All that could 
be done in his Life-Time was to apply particu- 
lar Prophecies, and to accommodate them to him- 
ſelf, as they one by one received their Comple- 
tion in the Courſe of his Actions. But now He 
was able to them up, and to urge, as one 
powerful and irreſiſtible Argument of the Truth 
of his Miſſion, the and thor Corre- 
| between his whole Life Actions, 

and the entire Plan of them made up of the 
whole Set of Prophecies laid together and united. 
Our Saviour's Ule of this Kind of Argument on 
the very firſt Occaſion, after it was capable of be- 
— in Force, ſeems clearly to point out to 
Us the moſt proper Uſe of Prophecy in applying 
it to the Proof of his Miſſion; and the 2 
liſt's apparent Care in deſcribing ſo particularly 
this important Occurrence to Us, may juſtly be 
looked upon as a deſigned Recommendation of 
this our Saviour's Method of treating Prophecy 
as a Pattern moſt worthy our Imitation. 
TRE firſt View of Prophecy is chiefly con- 
qu — Us to the firſt Uſe of — 
greateſt Strength of Teſtimon i 
ly to be deducible from the Second iew of it. 


From 


will be ſaved? For, on this Su 
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From that , all the Conditions, 
requiſite to Prophecy a compleat Teſtimo- 
ny, are to _ — — add 
more Grace to Argument. 
Since then there is a manifeſt Order and Subor- 
dination obſervable in the Prophecies, and ſince 
We cannot ſuppoſe this Order to be the Ef- 

fect of Chance, — — 
in bringing about the ſecond End of Prophecy, 
conſi enough to be thought the ſole Pur- 
poſe of it; it remains that it have been plan- 


ned in Subſerviency to the firſt End of Prophe- 


cy, and with-a View of ſupporting the Faith. and 
Religion of the Old World. That they are fit- 
ted to ſerve this great End will eaſily appear. 
22 * Innocence was the Condition on which 

his original Title to Happineſs. Having 
loſt his Innocence, he had therefore no longer 


any Means of obtaining Happineſs. For if 


ſay that he could, by any natural Abilities of his 
own, raiſe himſelf again to forfeited Happineſs; 
what is this but deſtroying all eſſential Diirence 
between Virtue and Vice? taking the Scales of 
e 
himſelf Arbiter of the Terms on which he 


ppoſition, when 
he had ſinned, he had nothing more to do than 
to exert that Power with which he was endued, 


and be reſtored again to all the Priviledges of un- 


ſtained Virtue. And what is ſuch a Power, but a 
Power of ſetting up an Equality between Virtue 
and Vice? It is placing Man beyond all Poſſi- 
= B. bility 


[10 

bility of forfeiting his Title to Happineſs. For 
be could never fafer his Title to hit, which he 
had. in himſelf a natural Power of obtaining. 

wr ny ns 1 no rea- 
ſonable — ineſs, except it 
ſnould pl che Mercy of Gol to open for him 
a new Way to it. This God vouchſafed to do 
out of his great Compaſſion for the helpleſs State 
of fallen Man. He provided an Expiation for 
thoſe Sins, which Man himſelf was unable to ex- 
piate, the Sacrifice of his beloved Son; and 
the Conditions of Happineſs, on our 
— able of — — Faith 
no longer ca of, to 
in the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt. But 
ſtill Man could not attain to the Knowledge of 
theſe Conditions, (fince they ded not on his 
own, but on the divine Will,) and therefore could 
not lay, hold of the Benefits of them, without 


* ſome Revelation made to him of that divine 


Will. Hence it appears how excellently the firſt 
Prophecy was appointed for ſupporting the Faith 
and Religion firſt of Men; ſince without 
it they muſt have been utterly deſtitute of all 
Faith and Principles of Religion, For without 
it they could neither have known the Object of 
Faith, nor have had Hope in the Object of re- 
ligious Worſhip. It conveys juſt ſo much Light 
as the Condition of Man at that Time requi 

a general Promiſe of a Deliverer. Who he was 
to be, at what Diſtance of Time he was to ap- 
pear, or what were to be the Characters of his 


; * 


Mercies, and Faith 


15 22 
I 
4 2 
A s ETHER 


. 


.dient they ſhould know that God had 


I 22 4 


Nations, and of g with Alacrity all 
thoſe Ceremonies 


W cam 
their Diſtinction. 9328) 


Bur leſt this People, conciivinyios high an 
Opinion of the Excellency of their Conftitution, * 
ſhould be deſirous of adhering to it, and of ſup- N 
-porting it, even after the divine Protection was 
intended to be withdrawn from it, it was 


a Period to its Duration, and only intended — 
its Obligation ſhould be tem And what 
could ſo effectually ſerve this Purpoſe, as that 
the Declaration of this divine Appointment 
ſhould come from the Mouth of the very Per- 


ſon, who was the Inſtrument of God in giving 


their Laws? That thus the great Veneration, 
they would conceive for One hom God had 
honoured with this high Commiſſion, might be 
kept within due Bounds even by its own Force, 


and that the ſame Authority, which gave them 


Zeal to defend their Law, while it was intended 
to laſt, might alſo incline them to give it up 
without Refuctance, to that more excellent and 
— — * it. Here 
y the Propriety of putting this 
into the Mouth, of . Moſes, ihe Lord thy OI ll 
naſe ap unto Thee a Prophet from the midſt of Thee, 
— 3592 = 4" 
RY 18, 15. —_ 
Wr ſee how juſtly Dpensgl. were 
rtioned to the Exigences of the yh wer 


which they were delivered, and how. well _— 


FF 


ed to excite in the Minds of Men, ſuch 
ſions, as 
nevolent 


' See Diſcourſes &c. particularly Diſc, 6. Page 148 Cc. 
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might moſt conduce to forward the be- 
of Providence. This Specimen 
ſufficiently ſhews the Fitneſs: of the Prophecies 
to the particular Periods, to which they are aſ- 
ſigned, and how juſtly the Degrees of Revela- 


tion were meaſured out according to the Wants 


of — to whom W Wing Wie 
might carry on this View of the Prophecies 
much farther, and ſhew of moſt of the ſucceed- 


ing ones, that they had a manifeſt Tendency to 


ſupport, or revive the Faith of thoſe to 22 
they were given. For they were generally 
ſtowed, as theſe we have already confidered 
— were, at Times when the People, under 
ifficulties or Diſtreſſes, ſtood moſt in Need of 


ſuch Support; or when they wanted Encourage- 
ment for undertaking ſome arduous Attempts. 


But this is not For We cannot doubt 


but that Providence would car the ſame gra- 


ole Revelation 


T7 7 


Prophecies to be or diſturbed, the Ap- 
pearance they would then make, under this dif- 
ferent Diſtribution of them, would further illuſ- 


trate the Wiſdom of aſſigning them that 


Order they at preſent poſſeſs. Imagine then the 


Prophecies we have been conſidering to be in 


any Manner tranſpoſed, and you will fee that it 


cannot be ſo contrived, but that great Inconve- 


nlences 


( 24 ] 
niences would reſult from the Change. | 
the Promiſe to Abrabam removed back to Adam. 
It could not have added the leaſt uſeful Light to 
that which the general Promiſe of a Redeemer 
-CO For what availed it Adam, to know 
the Name of One of the remote Anceſtors of 
the Mefliah? and to ſay that Abraham ſhould 
be his Father, what was it ſaying more to Adam, 
than that one of his Seed ſhould be his Father? 
But it would haye been worſe than barely ſuper- 
fluous here. For it would have laid the Deity, 
under a Neceſſity of giving a public Atteſtation, 
to the Perſon of this Abraham, either by a Set 
of Prophecies deſcribing his Character, and the 
Time and Place of his Birth, or by working 
ſome great Miracles for this Purpoſe, or by ſome 
other public Demonſtration, that He was the ve- 
ry Abraham from whom it was foretold, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould ſpring. * For without ſome fuch 
-public Proof he might have been overlooked, or 
is Claim conteſted ; inſtead of adminiſtring E- 
vidence it would have ſupplied conftant Matter 
of Exception and Diſpute; For how could we 
have anſwered thoſe who ſhould have aſſerted 
that the Abrabam, from whom the Meſſiah was 
to ſpring, was of another Family, another Coun- 
try, or Nation? Should we on the co 
bring it nearer: to the Time of our Saviour, 
would, at leaſt for the intervening Time, loſe 
all its Influence for determining the Seed of A. 
| Graham, to keep up their Diſtinction from the 
Reſt of Mankind ; and — . 


[ ts ] 

be ved of ſome Part of the great Motive, 
da dg him with 883 maintain 
ing the Honour of God's Name, amidſt an ido- 
latrous People, and in encountering all the Diffi- 
2 thought fit to ads 
On . 

snoop we again, reverſing the firſt E 
riment, bring down the Promiſe made to 
to ſome later Age, how unhappy would be the 
Conſequence | ſides the great Difficulties of 
making the Revelation public in the World now 
become populous, It would leave the wretched 
Part of Mankind, who were deſtined to the dark 
Period which went before it, abandoned to Ig- 
norance, or, what is ſtill more deplorable, to all 
the Horrors of Deſpair, and the certain A 
henſions of the divine Diſpleaſure. Thus to 
change or diſplace any of the Prophecies, le 


removing ſome of the great Bodies of the Uni- 


verſe, would lay in Ruins, or at N greatly 
disfi the whole Syſtem. 
E Prophecics were all inſpired the ſame 
8 When therefore ſo noble an End 
* of Religion, which has always 
the peculiar Care of Heaven, could be an- 
— the oeh giving « a particular Arrange- 
ment to the Prophecies, to imagine that the Ar- 


rangement moſt ſuitable to that End was fallen 

upon by Chance, or to ſuppoſe that the Prophe- 

cies have been wildly ſcattered through di 

. Ages, without any Regard to Order at all, is 

SW 
Pirit, 
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Spirit, een en which, 
human Prudence uſes to attain. For even a 
dent Mortal does not neglect to give his 
e rr will Je 
b together in Perplexity Confu-: 
4 where he 1s ſenſible that Regularity would 
have conduced greatly to his _ The Pro- 
phecies diſtributed, as are, through. 
all 8 preceeded our Saviour's Co- 
ming, is of itſelf an Argument that Wiſdom and 
Benevolence were concerned in appointing them 
their Stations, and that were beſtowed with 
a gracious Intention, as the Favours of Provi- 
dence, on thoſe who were thought worthy of 
them. Had they been all laviſhed upon any one 
Ages their Influence muſt have been Joſt to o- 
Had they all been given out with a pro- 

fg Hand to the * r — 
ually decayed; long and unregarded Expec- 
= — = ——— out Faith, and they 
would at laſt have vaniſhed like Dreams, and 
been loſt in the ſpreading Corruptions of Man- 
kind. e 
Ages, who could without Commiſeration have 
32 ny BE bas in which all 
uity muſt have been involved | But when 
de them diſſeminated with an even Hand. 
* all Ages, who does not adore the uni- 
verſal and admire the wiſe Oecono- 
my of Providence, thus diſpenſing his Mercies as 
the Neceſſities of his Creatures called for them, 


n 
al 
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Faith of the World, refreſhing the Souls 
of his faithful Servants with a due Share of his 
Goodneſs, ever the decayed Im = 
ſions of his Prot „and keeping alive 
vigorating their Hopes by renewed — 
his gracious Intentions! Upon the Whole, 
fince it appears that the Order, in which the 
Prophecies are now diſpoſed, is of all others the 
fitteſt 1 cing and ſuſtaining the Faith of 
the Old World, and that all other poſſible Diſ- 
tribution of thein, would neceſſarily. deſtroy. or 
10 weaken this Tendency in them, we may 
conclude, that the all-wiſe and bountiful 
or of them, when he them in this 
baut Subordination, was not regardleſs of 
the great Benefits which, only under the Form 
he had given them, they were moſt capable of 
producing. Or in * Words; that a ſucceſ- 
ſive View of the Prophecies leads us to diſcover 
that they were * by Providence, to ſup- 
port the Faith and Religion of the Old World. 
Wu N now, in Purſuance of this great De- 
ſign, God had, by ſpeaking,” as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, in di hy Parts ** in different Man- 
ners to the Fat the Prophets, made a com- 
pleat Revelation of Will concerning the Re- 
demption of the World; when he had by fre- 
quent Additions diſplayed every Character of the 
Meſſiah, and thus filled up and finiſhed the 
Great Out-Line that was delineated in the firſt 


— Li a of him : then commenced the 
nd Uſ rophecy, on was it fitted to 
= 


18 
give a compleat Evidence to the Saviour that 
was to come. At . 
of the faithful were raiſed to the 
CO 


They contemplated with awful 
great Plan that was now wholly unfolded, and 


Ek ok hw Hd tors Wi, 
for the Salvation. ny [r 
E 

EIS ones 
e nn 
was now com How their Hopes were 
cred Velnora to toll 4 e 
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II. A Deke an Frter hne 
| of the Argment. 


VINCE the fir Uſe of Prophecy wm 
down above, and. all colletive Views of 


ney 


S 44 poten Sora to lay 
down ſuch a View of them without any Regard 


to his Objections t be cenſured as 8, 
as a Want of ce to an Author of his 
Eminence; nay as a Step unſafe for the Scheme 


itſelf; SEND. 


a Fortreſs undefended except 
Strength, when a 


Hz tells Us = our Saviour bimſe 2 
2 the P es of the efta- 
- br Lordlip ould ue? them.” 5 Sephora 

s Lor would t they akways 

1 N nen 
A o d afron, as 
ments for the general Ti of thet * 4 K p- 

a Examination of the Lord Biſhop of London's Diſcourſes &c. 
by Conyers Middleton D. D. Fus. 8. 


C2 port 
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pou of this Declaration he proceeds to ſhew, 
and 


efus himſelf conflantly taught that his Perſon 
A LOOT eee and marł— 
ed out by. Moſes and all the later Prophets as the 
Mein, or that great Prophet who was. to come : 
that he came accordingly, as it had been fore- 
told to them, not to defiroy the Law and the Pro- 
phets, but to fulfill them. * This he illuſtrates from 
bis general Exhortation to the Jets to ſearch the 
Scriptures for the Proofs of bis Charafter and Mij- 
fron, for they are they which teſtify of 4 T0 bur 
Saviour. From his aſſerting that à Belief in Mo- 
ſes ought to produce a Belief in him. Had ye be- 
lieved Moſes ye would have believed Me ; | for He 
wrote of Me. From his Reproof to his Diſciples in 
the Way to Emmaus, Luke 24.25 &c. From thoſe 
particular Prophecies alledged by him as prefigura- 
tive of his Character and Mi ſion. b Which Inſtan- 
ces of the Uſe M Prophecy, as it was applied by Je- 
ſus himſelf, ſufficiently ſhew, he thinks, that the 
ancient Prophecies were conſidered by him fingly and 
independently, as ſo many diſtinct Arguments for 
the Truth of his Miſſion. This Argument he en- 
deavours further to ſtrengthen by an Account of 
the Practice of the Apoſtles, who refer Us, he ſays, 
for the Evidences of our Faith to Moſes and the 
Prophets. Saint Matthew was ſo diligent in col- 
lecting the ic Teſtimonies of Chriſt, and ap- 
plying them ſeverally on all Occafions as ſo many 
diſtinct Proofs of the Miſiun of Jeſus, that there 1s 
fearce A SINGLE OCCURRENCE , WHICH EVER 
| 2 Page 9. b See Pag. 12, 13, 14,15, 16, 
1 * HAP= 
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HAPPENED To CHRisT, but what be declares to 
have been before told by ſome Prophet, and pul- 
FILLED BY A CORRESPONDENT EVENT. And 
all the other Evangeliſis, he tells Us, purſue the 


A'r rz having - weighed all that is here 


7 drawn out from the Scriptures, to inſtru Us 


in the Method the Apo and our Saviour 
himſelf made Uſe of, in applying the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament, I muſt confeſs I do not 


diſcover the leaſt A of any Thing in it 
inconſiſtent with his ip's Scheme. Nay it 
ſeems to Me to agree entirely with it, and to be 


in all Reſpects ſuch an Account as the Biſhop 


_ himſelf might be ſuppoſed to have gathered from 


the New Teſtament, had he been called upon to 
thew that his Notion of a Syſtem of Prophecy 
was reconcileable to the Senſe of our Saviour and 
his E iſts. For ſuppoſing them all to have 
been actually of Opinion, with the Biſhop, that 
there was a Chain of Prophecies reaching from 
very diſtant Ages down to a few Centuries be- 
fore his Coming, is there any Thing in all their 
Conduct or Diſcourſe, as Doctor Midaleton re- 
preſents it, that betrays a Contradiction of Sen- 
timents? Could not our Saviour, without de- 
= from this Opinion, have exhorted the 
ews 

$ 


to ſearch the Scriptures for the Proofs of 
Character and Miſſion? or rather, would he 
have uſed any other Exhortation, if he had in- 
tended to eſtabliſh amongſt them this very Opi- 
nion? Could he not preſerve the ſame Conſiſten- 


[ 22 ] 
; and ch the with a Want of 
NS 1 
or his Diſciples with Want of Faith for doubt- 
ing his Reſurrection, when he made it a 
to them from the Scriptures, that He ought to 
have ſuffered and to enter into his Glory? And 
muſt he, ſuppoſing a Chain of Prophecies to run 
through the Books of the Old Teſtament, have 
forgot himſelf when he aſſerted that he came 
not to deſtroy the Law and the Prophets; but 
fulfill them? It may be faid, that it is not 1c 
much the general Declarations of an A 
n eti- 
cal Account of it, that makes the ia- 
— —— 
{tles evident, as the Application of particular Pro- 
ies to the Particulars of our Saviout's Life. 
And does this make it out? When any one af- 
ſerts that the Prophecies relating to the Meſſiah 
lie in a beautiful and con Order, do We 
——ů that thoſe Prophecies 
— Reſemblance to 
| — of Ne Life? — on the con 1 
does not the very Attempt to point out the A 
vantages of their lying in ſuch an Order, preſup- 
poſe the Agr — the feral 
cies and the correſj Circumſtances in his 
It would be abfurd to argue any o- 
ther duppoſition: to pretend to — Bx- 
preſſions in a Chain of Prophecies, which it did 
teof Prop had any Manner of Claim to the Ti- 
tle Prophecies." If therefore his Ms — 
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ly Fit: 
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[ 24 ] 
take the whole Syſtem into our View, that we 
can ſee the Advantage of the Order they are pla- 
ced in, and at once diſcern and account for the 
Propriety maten g this Part to that 

Should e be ſhewn a Set of 
ictures, =* ht, without any Regard to 
\the Order thy ar plac i, the Sto- 
ry contained in We might, no doubt, be 
very. well entertained while we turned from one 
to another juſt as Chance ſhould lead Us. ' But 
ſhould We then be told that they all repreſented 
the different Actions of the ſame Perſon, and 
were placed in an hiſtorical Order, this would 
open to Us a Set of freſh Beauties that We were 
not before attentive to; We 'ſhould then ſee; 
that, as they ſtood, each following one received 
Light from thoſe that went before, and that to 
conſider them in any — Order would diſturb 


Repreſentations. 
ey were before, and 


gle le and independent Pieces. With R 
Prophecies of the Meſſiah, when We confi. 
der them ſeparately, We eaſily diſcover in them 
ſtrong and clear of our Saviour, Does 
He, who — them in a connected State 

theſe Or if he ſhould pretend that 
View of gives new Force and Beauty to 
each, — be percent by x turd 
. them barely in a 


% roo i ro ee ESE 


at, which are not 


_ cludes 
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is ſuch a Pretence to be conſtrued, as a Deſign 
to blot out the Likeneſs that was before found 


to be in each particular P The candid 
muſt think riſe of ſuch an Attempt. 
will think the Deſign calculated to improve, not 


to weaken, theſe particular Reſemblances. - 
 TyzRE may and muſt be, in a Character fo 
diſtinctly delineated in F as is that of 'our 
— ſeveral minuter Circumſtances pointed 
amongſt the — 
riſtics, and inſeparable Privi of the Meſſi 
ds — win to him alone. 
Theſe confidered' diſtinctly and 2 loſe 


much of their Force. A Da e | This 
Meſſiah was to be a Deſcendant | 
— to our Saviour, ba ie not happen 


only. Therefore this | 
each conlidered is of too looſe a Nate c be 
of any Aſſiſtance to Us in- diſtin the 
Meſſiah when he ſhould come. Tis true it ex- 
many from that Title, but it alſo admits 
many to it; and if we ſhould liſten to its 5 
Voice, we ſhould have a whole Tribe of Mei- 
fiahs. But conſider this as foretold of the ſame 
Perſon, who was to be born of a Virgin, who 
was to do all Kinds of Miracles, who was to be 
put to Death, and to be raiſed from the dead, 
and in whom. ſeveral other ſpecial Circumſtan- 
ces were to meet, it then becomes a forcible E- 
vidence, and EN COInT 
racter of the 


Perſon; it 
ces Seng from te Rſ of he Pepe 


I — N Bs 
— > 4 _—_ 


— — — ye . 
-- 
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were moſt peculiarly his own, his Miraculous 


[ 26 ] 
cies, and adds Strength to them. There could 
ſcarce be one ſingle Circumſtance in our 'Sa+ 
viour's Perſon or Actions fixed upon, which 
though foretold in the cleareſt and moſt expreſs 
Terms, could have. been ſtrong, enough to give 
e 
Right to the Title of the Meſſiah. this up- 
on his Power of working Miracles: —— 
of the Prophets —— in ſome Degree, 
many of his Diſciples gave — Prom — 
He was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
Grief, under went great inno- 
cent: Will this point him out to Us to be in- 
conteſtably the Man? All Hiſtory can — 
tht Ho þ nodghe only innocent Sufferer. 
try the Experiment upon thoſe Marks whi 


Conception, or his glorious Reſurrection. If We 


could only have traced the Meſſiah, by an 
of theſe Points of him, in the pr 


againſt our Lord's Right to this g 
Title! How would the Infidel have — — 
over the Secrecy of his Conception! And what 
Acceſſion of Strength would have followed thoſe 


| to find out the 


one whoſe Face and Proportions it exactly re- 


ever recommended the Uſe of any one 
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cumſtance muſt bly loſe more of its 
Force, as its natural ower to withſtand the Vio- 
lence offered it is leſs. 
DrscRIT TI Definitions are always to be 
viewed intire.. If you diſunite the Parts of them 
and yet make uſe of every Circumſtance thus in- 
will by no Means enable You 

dual they were intended for, 
though they would readily do it when collected. 

If we had a Portrait given Us to find out by it 
the Perſon it was intended to repreſent, we ſhould 
compare it intire with the Perſons that offered 
themſelves to our Notice; and when We found 


ſembled, we ſhould conclude him to be the 
Man we were in Search. of. But if, inſtead of 
this Method, we ſhould cut the Piece into as 
many Parts as there were Limbs or Features, 
_— — —— — _— — — 

compleat Teſt of the Original, into what endleſs 
Miſtakes ſhould We be led! And in one 
Caſe the Reſemblance between the ſeveral diſ- 
„ but We 
ee Advan of 1 all together, 
For the Correſpording f chis one Part is a Proof 
that all the — pplied. 

How then did our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
proceed, in applying to his Perſon the Characters 
of it, that were exhibited in the prophetical Wri- 
tings ? - It cannot be ſhewn that our Saviour has 


Prophecy, excluſive of others, to the * 
8 „ 255 
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& eee eee e 
Faith in him. And till this be 
not how it can be laid down as his 
P 


that any one rophecy 
$ that every 11 Py 

ate and diſtinct Proof of the 

of Chriſtianity, He has indeed 
ſelf particular Prophecies, and a 
they received their Completion in ſome Part of 
his Life or Sufferings. But he has no where re- 
ſtrained the Proof of his Meſſiahſhip to any one 
of theſe, nor aſcribed to them a ſe — 
of proving him to be the Chri/t- Conduct 
was all along the very Reverſe of this. He did 
not think that the fulfilling of any one Prophe- 
or any Set of them, was ſufficient to evince 
e Truth of his Mifion. He thought that no- 
thing leſs than a full Completion of all the Pro- 
was ſufficient for this great Purpoſe. He 
all — ſhewed a ſtrong Deſire Fe of bringing a- 
bout the Accompliſhment of ſtill more and more 
Prophecies ; and when any human Endeavours 
5 


hem Ba, 5 he Kory . , 


« Matt. 26, 54. 


| 
r 
. 
1 
- 
| 
8 
it 


* 1 — 
refer them to this or that as a full E- 


. they are 
27 He teſtify 0 2 When Fle re- 
* of the Two Diſciples in 
the Way to Emmaus, he did not think it daf 


. 


They were not. furniſhed with an imperfect 


Knowledge of it, nor admitted only to be con- 
{cious of one or two d Events, but were 
acquainted with his his Miracles, his 
— Deals Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion ; pu Ra 6 not 


f: partial, e. 


> ih. 
tween his Life and the phetical Plan of it, 
2e d ber nk f by ſays He, 
hea Ie hi ben ith Me rom the Begining 
John 15. 22-1 2267 
= +. > HED the Evangeliſts are not con- 
tented with recitin nly ſome of the moſt me- 
morable Events in hi Lie of with applying to 
it ſome of the moſt expreſs and important Pre- 
dictions, but they lay before Us+ the whole 
Scheme of his Life and Doctrine, and ſem cure. 
ful to inform Us of ſome of the minuteſt Inci- 
dents: in them, and to apply ſome of the more 
indirect Prophecies, which were more likely to 
the Notice of common Enquirers. St. 
Matthew eſpecially has been ſo diligent in collecting 
the prophetic Teſtimonies of Chriſt, that there is 
ſearce a fingle Occurrence which ever happened to 
him, but what he ſhews to have been fi fanny on 
Prophet. So inſufficient a Foundation of a | 
tian Faith did he think the fulfilling of any fin- 
le and ſeparate Prediction; ſo induſtrious has 
been to diſplay to Us, in its full Force, the 
great Argument of the Whole Life of Jeſus, cor- 
r Picture of it, drawn in 
Writings. The ſame Deſign is 
Aale h. the Writings of the other Evangeliſts. 
And will any one now object that they forgot 
this Deſign, when they ſhewed a Reſemblance 
between particular Pro and the 
Acts of our Saviour? How elſe could the gene- 
ral Agreement be made out, without ſhewing 
theſe particular Likeneſſes? To attempt ar 
„ 


far] 


would be like attempting to ſhew the Reſem- 
blance between a Face and a Picture, and yet 
owning; that the ſeveral Features were not at all 
alike. To reconcile this Scheme to the Conduct 
of the E 

for their not 


one would think a Neaſon 
ing more particular Pr 
2 „rather than a n for 
their ſo many. Pot ic maight be Ga; 
that, if they wanted to ſhew Us this 

Co they ſhould have collected and 
appli the whole Body of the Prophecies. But 
neither was this requiſite. © For the prophetical 
Writings were ſtill extant, When therefore they 
had drawn a compleat Account of the Tranſac- 
tions of Chriſt, they might ſafely leave it to Us; 
now polled of -beth the corewlponding Pare 
to make the Compariſon. We might read in 
ſafer: We might. the Meſſiah was to do and 
ſuffer : We read in the Evangeliſts all 
that our Lord did and ſuffered : and therefore 


were not unfurniſhed with every be tence, 
could ſatisfy Us in the Reality wa #95 1 
rears een 


theleſs be judged that themſelves 
el xp tht They hf 
—— 0 n 
t want Leiſure or — ves, 

* ors 16h hets, n 
— great | 
2 or for the 
» Sake of a mg ſome of the more obſcure Pro- 
* phecies © ir proper Events; or however it 
was 


back their other Objections, 
< conſcious of the Completion of the Prophecies | 
«inthe Perſon of their Maſter, his Diſciples 
te could not have been guilty of ſuch Injuſtice to 1 
« his Cauſe as to neglect the Claim.” This 
t have infuſed —_ even into the diligent 
well diſpoſed Enquirer ; and therefore the 
Prophecies which recorded, and applied in 
ew Teſtament by the Hands of the Evan- 
reliſts and Diſciples of our Lord, at once awak- 
en the inattentive, ſilence the bold Objector, and 
adminiſter Confidence to the honeſt Heart. But 
n 
it is ſurely a very ſtrange Objection, 
Jig hee hr, r 
by a Reſemblance in ſeveral Particulars being al- 
ready made out, and to o the 
drawn from this general Reſemblance, by ſhew- 
ing that the Evangeliſts have long ago made 
Advances towards proving the Reality of 
Eſpecially when we can add that they have 
u. EN proved it. For, as far as they 
have gone, have ſhewed the Reſemblance 
to be perfect and undeniable, and having left us 
a full and true Portrait of our Lord, — 2 
* to the Scriptures for the * 
| em- 


I 


ſenſible of the Weakneſs of his 


N ou. ee 
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Reſemblance in thoſe remaining Parts, which 
they did not think it neceſſary, that they them- 

ſelves ſhould draw into a Cock on. And in 
Truth, to do Dr. M. Juſtice, he ſeems not in- 
t. For, 
after all the Pains he has taken to ſupport it, he 
has fairly given it up. He ſays: But whatever 
Eaſe it may give to bis Lordſbip in this particular 
Diſpute, to confider Prophecy in ſo extenſroe a Vi _ 


yet, with Regard to the Service of Chriſtianity, I 


cannot ſee the leaſt Difference or Advantage in this 
Scheme, except in the greater Length of his — 
tic Chain, than of that, which 4 Evangeliſts 


Uſe of : For the Prophecies, as they are 9 


gh in the Goſpels, are all of them ſubſer vient to one 
and the ſame. Purpoſe of Providence, as well as in 
his Hypotheſis, but the Evangelical Chain which be- 


gins with Moſes, reaches only through ſeveral bun- 


dred Years ; Whereas this Chain, which begins with 
Adam, reaches through ſeveral Thouſand. * And is 
this Confeſſion * at laſt, and 

with this Reaſon, that He now ceaſes to oppoſe 


his Lordſhip's Scheme, becauſe he docs not ſee 


that it carries in it any thing peculiarly ſervice- 
able to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity? Why then, 
we may aſk him, was all this Profuſion of La- 
bour to make it appear 2 with the 
Goſpels? What, are the Pr , as applied 
in the Goſpels themſelves, all of — ubſer- 
vient to one and the. ſame Purpoſe of Provi- 
_— e rere ee 
2 Examination, Pag. 23. 


[ 34 ] 
2 |-Application 1 
— e his 
1 ſhip's Hypotheſis to be Chimerical, and 
contradictory to the Notion of the Evan geliſts ? 
The Man, . 
Argument of this Kind, muſt ſurely attribute e- 
very thing to the Power of his Pen. 

Yer is ſtill one Part of the Scheme in 
Queſtion, which He thinks might be of ſupe- 
rior Service to Chriſtianity, I mean the * 
of the Biſhop's prophetic Chain. For, with | 
gard to the Service of Chriſtransty, He cannot ſee 
the leaft Difference or Advantage in this Scheme, 
except in the greater Length of his prophetic Chain. 
Tull abe Gor that He ul for Gat Reben to 
maintain its Repugnance to the Goſpel Scheme : 
However he does maintain it. And that Rea- 
ſon will juſtify our Endeavours, to ſhew. that He 
has yet produced Nothing from the 
to make a Difference acknowledged. He a 
that the Evangelical Chain begins with Mo ofes, 
and is therefore not ſo long 2s that for which his 
Lordſhip contends by uprart PR of 2000 Years. 
But layin aſide this preſent, as un- 
in the Point o 8 
entring upon; what does he mean in plain Words 
when he ſays the E Chain reaches no 
higher than Moſes? I ſuppoſe, that there are no 
Prophecies, cited or referred to in the New Teſ- 
tament, which were delivered before the Time 
of Moſes. What then ? does it follow, either that 
there were no Prophecies of the Meſſiah IR 


Sy nf 
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did 
not know of any ? not unleſs ſome Neceflity can 
be ſhewn for having cited, or referred to 


A 


with. The Proof of this has not yet been made 
out, and I am waded will hardly be under- 
taken. Vet till it be made out, it muſt be al- 
lowed that the Evangeliſts might know and be- 
lieve in delivered before the Time of 
Moe though they have not cited them, and, 
this being adrnitted, that the Suppoſition of a 
Scheme of Pr their Riſe much 
higher than the Time of is no way con- 
trary to the Perſwaſion or Opinion of the Evan- 
geliſts. I have before given a Reaſon why it 
was not incumbent on thoſe ho preached Chriſt, 
or were intruſted with the Care of tranſ- 
mitting to Poſterity the of his Life, to 
apply al the Prophecies relating to the Mefſuh 
came within their Knowledge, to the ſeve- 

ral correſſ 


ponding Paſlages therein. Namely, be- 

cauſe we. weie fill pollafied- of be pee l 

Writings, and therefore were Ourſelves capable 

1 I ſhall now further 

uggeſt a Reaſon, ay an” Ca aw «40 
iy operon Bey 

of ce Mah. 


to the moſt ancient Prop 
———— more gene- 
ral Import, the Conditions of the Times not re- 
quiring that they ſhould be more particular. 
They promiſed at large that a Meſftah ſhould 


come, a Deliverer from thoſe great Evils under 


E 2 which 


[ 36 ] 
which Humanity then laboured; but they did 
not deliver the Marks by which his Perſon was 
to be known, the Condition in which he was to 
a „or the Manner in which he was to effect 
t Deliverance. : No more was foretold to our 
_ Firſt Parents, than that one ſhould ariſe from 
the Seed of the Woman who ſhould trium 
over their grand Enemy, and greatly repair t 
Loſſes their Race ſuſtained — 0 their Trant- 
greſſion. To Abraham it was promiſed that 
Deliverer ſhould ariſe: from his Sced. But thi 
was all. Succeeding Prophecies were more par- 
ticular, | They pointed out all the ſeveral Cha- 
racters of thoſe different Offices the Meſſiah was 
to ſuſtain ; They determined the exact Time of 
his appearing in the World, the Place of his 
Birth, the Manner of his Life, the Nature of his 
Doctrine and Miracles, they painted the black 
Scene of his Sufferings and Death, the Circum- 
ſtances of his Interment, the Glory of his King- 
dom, and, in a Word, they exhibited a View 
of all the various Scenes he paſſed through in his 
Abode on Earth, deſcribing many of the minu- 
teſt Incidents that hap to him. The Na- 
ture then of the Prophecies delivered in the ſe- 
veral Ages of the World being thus different, 
preſents Us with an obvious Reaſon, why the 
Evangeliſts in their occaſional Citation of Pro- 
phecies ſhould make Uſe of the later, and wh 
they might forbear making any References at 
to the moſt ancient. When they had, by adapt- 
ing them to the Particulars. of his Life, 1 
ue N at 


[ 
| 
1 
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that the more circumſtantial hecies belong- 
ed to him, it followed — — 


Prophecies could belong to no one elſe. When 
it had been ſhewn that he exactly reſembled the 


| moſt nice and finiſhed Draughts of the Meſſiah; 


what Occaſion to add that he alſo reſembled the 
more faint Outlines or Sketches? They made it 
appear that every minute Circumſtance, that was 
to meet in the Character of the Meſſiah, con- 
curred in the Perſon of Jeſus: could there there- 


fore remain any Doubt whether he were intend- 


ed under the more general Denomination of the 

romiſed Seed ? Sure there could not. For it be- 
ing ſhewn that the Explanation belonged to him, 
that of which it was an Explanation muſt of 
Courſe alſo belong to him. 'This may ſerve as 
a Reaſon why the Evangeliſts did not expreſsly 
cite the moſt ancient of all Prophecies. - It might 
have accounted for the Omiſſion too, ſuppoſing 
it had been proved, that none of the ancient Pro- 
phecies were ever referrgd to in the Books of 
the New Teſtarnent. For though they had both 
believed and acknowl the Force of ſuch - 
Prophecies, it a om this View —— it 
was ſuperfluous, at leaſt that it was not 


ſite, — * 1 refer to them. But, I think, 


by no Means proved, that there are 
r „which 
were delivered before the Time of Moſes. He 
tells Us, hat it is affirmed by the Teftimomes of all 


he Evangeliſis us bt ht, 
EEE 55 


ater were cu 
5 


F 
| 


(89 ] 


foretold and marked out by Moſes and all the later 
* x oos the Meſfiah, or that great Prophet 
— ga In his Collections from the E- 
— — ing this, he has always mark- 
E plain Moſes and the Prophets, or 
— preyy rwagy in different Charac- 
ters. I ſuppoſe therefore, by his thus diſtin- 
them, he intends that theſe Expreſſions 
ſhould convey.an Argument, (for otherwiſe 1 
find not the leaſt Shadow of an Argument for 
this Purpoſe) and would infinuate that when 
the Writers of de New Teſtament refer to Pra, 


Perſon or perſonal Speeches, but the Writings of 
Moſes. And not o that Part of his Writings | 
whereof Himſelf and his own Acts are the Sub- 


ject, but the whole Volume of his Writings. 


The Law, in 2— e ſignified the ſame 
Thing, as ap well-known Divi- 
fion of the Jewiſh Canon into the Law, the Pro- 

phets, and the Hagi * 5, Therefore Moſes 


mp Breton or, . and the Prophets, 
were Names for the whole Canon of 
Scripture. The Five Books of the. Law were di- 


vided into 54 Sections. This Divifion many of the 


= 
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beld to be one of the Conſtitutions of Moſes 
jm Maa Sow —— with more Likeli= 
. attribute it to Rara. It was made 
for the Uſe of their & s, and the better in- 
ee of the Pic in the Law of Gad. 
. theſe Saane was 
2 this wwe are a 
in the Adds — — done them 
of old Time. n 
preted, from the Time of Ezra. ended the laſt 
Section with the laſt Words of Deuteronomy on the 
Sabbath of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, and then be- 
gan anew with the firfi Section from the — 
of Geneſis the next Sabbath after, and 
round in this Circle Tear. Till the Time 
of the Per, 2 — us Epiphanes they 
| read only the Law: But then, being firkid ts read 
it more, in the Room of the 54. Sections of the 
Law they fubſtituted 54 Seftions out of the Pro- 
phets, the Reading of wwhich they ever after conti= 
nued. So that the Reading of the Law wat 
again reſtored by the Maccabees, the Seffion which 
was read Sabbath out of the Law ſerved for 
their firſt Leon, and the Seftion out of the Pro- 
. 
fed in the Time of the Apoſtles. And 
Paul entred into the $ of An wo 
ſidia, it is ſaid that —— 
7 2 5 5. 
is, Reading of t Le 
the Law, — — — 


a Prid. Con. Part 1. Book 5. Page 478. 10 Ed. 
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We ſee then that all the Books of «Moſes were 
read in the — — and that this 
Reading is called, by St. James, the preaching of 
Mofes ; (For Moſes of old Time hath in every City 
them that preach him, being read in the | 

Sabbath-Day, Acts 1 5.21.) by St. Luke, the 
Reading of the Law. And therefore it is plain 
theſe Expreſſions cannot bear that confined Mean- 
ing which Dr. M. for the Sake of his Argu- 
ment; would give them. Whence it follows; 
that when our Saviour or his Diſciples 
for the Truth of his Miſſion to Moſes, or the 
Law, it is not only an Appeal to the Prophe- 
cies which Moſes in his own Perſon delivered, 
but to all thoſe alſo, that are contained in his 
Writings, though delivered 2 by others, 
and in Times much elder than his own, and on- 
ly recorded by him. And indeed this Notion of 
Expreſſion is agreeable to the Cuſtom of 
Language prevailing amongſt Us at this Day. 

We uſe the Name of an Author for the Wor 
of that Author, and refer to him for any. thing 
contained in his Works, without any Hazard of 
being miſunderſtood. If any one ſhould ſay that 
there was a. Prediction of the Greatneſs of the 
Roman Empire under ar, delivered 
even. before "hs F — > 499 City, and 
ſhould refer his Hearers for it to Virgil, I am 
perſwaded that He would be received with Con- 
_ tempt or Laughter as a low Quibbler on Words, 
or one ignorant of the moſt common Forms of 
Speech, who ſhould reply, that .it was im - 

10 cc e 


„ 
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« fible Virgil ſhould be the Author of ſuch a 
« Prophecy, for He lived not till the Days of 
40 But if Dr. M. will not yet conſent 
to give this Meaning to Moſes, or, the Law, let 
him be reminded, for the further Eaſe of his 
Scruples, that — — — uſes "Moſes, 
and the Writings of Moſes, as ſynonymous Terms: 
For had ye believed Moſes, au. Tu ye whe have 
believed Me : For he wrote of Me. 3 $ oh 

lieve not bis Writings, how will ye believe my 

Words ? . that He alſo appealed for the Evidence 
of his Miſſion to all the Writings of the old Teſ- 
tament under the more Name of Scrip- 
tures : Search the Scriptures, ſays he to the Jews, 


far in them ye think that ye have eternal Life, and 


they are they which teſtiſy of Me: Þ that in a full 
2 have of his if waſive Diſcourſe to 


draw his backward and diſpirited Diſciples to a 
Belief in him, he does not confine himſelf, in 
his Uſe of Prophecies, to any particular Part of 


the Scriptures, but ran h the whole 
Compaſs of them, and ehees the A com- 
pleat and in its full Extent: He expounded un- 
to them in all the Scriptures the Things concern- 
ing himſelf: — that Zacharias, in his 
cy on the Circumciſion of his Son John, ap 


8 
to all the Prophets that hay eng? wer orld 


began. © As does St. Peter alſo in his Diſcourſe 


after having wrought the Miracle of healing the 


lame Man: But thoſe Things which God 
bad ſhewed by the Mouth of all his Prophets, that 
a John 5. 46,47. b John 75 e Luke 1. 70. 
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„le hath 
e As tos 


Prophets, fince the World' began. > If therefore 
there were any P ies before the Time of 
' Moſes, it cannot be ſaid that there is no Appeal 
to them in the Writings of the New Teſtament. 
And there are ſome Prophecies of that Antiqui- 
ty whoſe Truth has not yet been diſputed : Vin. 
The Promiſe of God to Abraham, which is thrice 
repeated: e And the Prophecy of Facob 
ning the Period in which the Meſſiah was to ap- 
— $5 wn Nay, to take away all Poſſibility of 
uſpicion that the Writers of the New. Teſta- 
ment owned no Pro elder than the Times 
of Moſes, this very Prophecy to Abrabam is ex- 
preſsly cited and applied by them. Thus Za- 
charias, Ie ene 
God's Promiſe to ſend the Meſſiah, the M 
miſed to our Fathers, und the Oath which 
ſware to our Father Abraham. And Saint 
Peter, in the Concluſion of that Diſcourſe before 
referred to, quotes and explains the fame Pro- 
ow: 2. de de Clien f f n 
and of the Covenant which God — — 
Rethers, aying unto Abraham, and in thy 
ſhall all t ne of he Barth be f te 


to you firſt, God, having 2 — 


2 Acts 3. 18. b Verſ. 21. c Gen. 12. 3. 18.18. 22.18, 
* e Acts 3. 25, 26. 


| It 
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Ix appears then to be a very falſe Account of 
the Extent of thoſe Prop E 
ferred to, or applied by our Saviour and his A- 
n 
the Times of — 2 
not ſhewn that the Evangelical Chain and 
tween the Length of Chain and 
that laid down by ba as he has aſ- 
ſerted there is; nor, indeed, there is any 
9 en FRO For his whole Streſs being 

— ad. 68 imaginary Limitation, which has 
been to have no Place in Scripture, that 
being removed, his whole Objection vaniſhes, 
and hare 4s-Nothing — 


qually extended. Of uence, this being, by 
his own Confeſſion, the Difference between 
them which there was any Grounds from Scrip- 


when this Difference is taken 
away, it muſt be allowed, = — — 
any alledged to the con No- 
— EG heey begining from 
the Time of Adam, hl wer Pom of arguing 
from one intire View of the whole Body of the 

ies, may be eſteemed agrecable to the 
Opinion and Practice of our Saviour and his Diſ- 


ciples, —_— 
T 


ture to inſiſt u 


the New 
Bur We have not yet done with this formi- 


Appeal was to Scripture 
to Reaſon a- 


prophet Chu He is reſolved it ſeems that the 
Chain ſhall be — 
F 2 Link 


dable Objector. His 


[ 44 ] | 
Link than the Bi would have it. The Pro- 
cy he attacks is that very remarkable one de- 
wered to our Firſt Parents at the Fall, to be the 
Foundation of a religious Hope to them and ma- 
ny of their Deſcendants. He is ſenſible that by 
— r os; Fon 
ro vy 

— Advocate, muſt fall to the Ground 
with it. For had Prophecy been intended to 
ſupport the Faith and Religion of the old World, 
the Deli of it at no other Time could have 
anſwered — — — as at that Period 
when ſuch a Su became neceſſary. As 
long as it was n — — deſtitute 
of al Flope towards God, muſt, during that fad 
Interval, have been without any Religion at all. 
of deli- 
—_— the 

uſion would be, that — in afford- 
EO Eng had no 


Bic with the Hopes of ſuch a Concluſion, 
He reſolves to ſtrike at once at the Root of Pro- 
, and to ſhew the Hiſtory, out of which 

at grows, to be a mere Fable, a Dream or In- 
vention of Moſes, without Foundation or even 
Poſſibility in Fact. We ſhall give his Reaſons 
for this bold inion a brief Conſideration. He 
endeavours the Proof of it then by ſhewing what 
great Difficulties attend the Hiſtorical Senſe. 
After We have done with theſe, We ſhall then 
conſider that _ which he thinks 'moſt 

| cConſiſtent 


. an _ OA. A. nat. 


their Creation, to 
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conſiſtent with Reaſon, > Bahgo-of 0p 
Author. | 


Reaſon. Rs i — gno- 
rance, and their Knowledge. TORY 
rance, of, what he calls, the «pai 
8 

from this Hiftoric arration —— 
that during their State of Innocence they 
1 — 8 


p r 
ape hn 


and fo on in Infinitum, without a Poſſibility of 
ever coming at any that was made for it- 
ſelf. And when ever We ſhould ſuppoſe a Pe- 
riod to be put to. the human Race by God, He 
. — — 
ſigns, by preventing his Works from anſwering 
—_ ad or which he created them. Since 


a Page 104. 


it 
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it is plain that he takes from the laſt Set of Men 
all Opportunity of being the Inſtruments he in- 
tended them for. The ſame Charge of vain and 
fruitleſs Creation will by this Scheme be thrown 
upon God for taking out of the World ſo many 
in an Infant or unripe State ; and the Imputation 
of oppoſing the Purpoſe of their Creator, on all 
thoſe who have ed themſelves through 
Life in an unſpotted Purity. The Neglect of 
this then in our Firſt Parents, might not have 
been ſo heinous an Inſtance of their Inattention 
to the Voice of Reaſon, as he would have it 
thought, nor ſo unpardonable a Deviation from 
the Path of Nature. And therefore if it ſhould 
eng, —— ſome _—_ after — 8 
ir Tho were wholly em on 
beſt Means of ſecuring their own Happineſs, 
—_— once being turned — Increaſe of 
eir Species, it may perhaps be judged but a 
weak Argument of the utter Extinction, or ra- 
ther Abſence of all natural Law in their Minds: 
But how does he know that were ſo utter- 
ly ignorant of this End? be Moſes has not 
id that they endeavoured to obtain it? why 
might not ſuch Endeavours be ſuſpended ? or 
why. might not Moſes forbear to intimate their 
Senſe of this End as foreign to his Purpoſe ? I 
am apt to think that they, who object this, are 
only ſorry that. Moſes has not mentioned their 
Senſe of it, becauſe they are deprived of a fairer 
Opportunity of ridiculing him. As a further In- 
ſtance of their Want of Reaſon he tells Us, — 
| h ! 


” . . 5 
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they did not know their own Nakedieſs ti 


this Author, that he is for having e 
figurative which others underſtand u. | 
is reſolved to ſtick cloſe to the Letter there only 
where others agree to depart from it. However 
if the Expreſſion, —— it Moves the 


on, is to be' underſtood literal — — 
their Want of Reaſon, but of Sight. 70 o ſpeak 
Objector ſomewhat un- 


freely then: is not the 
happy in the Two Inſtances of Rationality he 
has pitched upon ? Suppoſing Moſes had fore- | 
ſeen the Obj 
had ex 


jection, and, in Order to obviate it, 
himſelf as this Doctor would di- 
re& him. And that you may be convinced 
« this Pair were endued with Reaſon in Parade, 
F 
their Species, and of their Faculty 
« of ſeeing.” Would this Proof have filenced 
the Objector? or would he not rather have been 
the firſt to cry out, «I could by the very ſame 
— — every Individual in the Brute Crea- 
«tion a Reaſonable Creature. 

His Proofs of their Want of Reaſon from 
their Knowledge follow next. The natural Law 
could not teach them, . that the Fruit of @ * 
Tree would inſpire Knowledge ; or that the Nm - 
bh of God ad ld rm or hr 

ment is this; theſe were In- 
han of Keoniodes above the Rex of ties: 
fon, and therefore they, who had this Know- 


known that Crime and Hurt was all they ſhould 
2 But this Piece of Knowl 
r 


ly ſtrove to hide themſelves from the Sight 


GD nk ne ha they 


was re- 
their Hours of Reflection and Penitence. 

And even then they would not impute their 
Crime or Puniſhment to any Enlargement of 
Knowledge, in the vain — of which 
they were grievouſly diſappointed, but to their 
Tranſgreſſion of the divine Command. He adds, 
nor was it the Light of Reaſon which directed them 
to hide — /re the Sight of God among the 
Trees. I agree with him. It was the Darkneſs 
of their Reaſon. Guilt had introduced Diſorder 
and Confuſion into their Minds, and they —_ 
God whom they were afraid to behold. Sin 

in many yet ſeeks the Shade. * 


A STO” 


Weakneſs, and dare © God ins 
Light, it proves not Hr fu perior Nan the 
their moos hiirdunnd Tindlath +1 He on to 
obſerve that the ſame Law, which inftrufted A- 
dam fo ve Names to the Beaſts proper to their 
atures, would have tau La at ths 
[one that they were all dumb, and that the 
oe of Se peech was the | culiar Privilege Man. 
— 22 had any natural Reaſon, 
22 ſhocked and 12 
9 of thoſe Beaſts began to bold Diſcour 
with ber. As . 's Far, after 2 


of his great Sagacity, in adapting the Names of 


the Creatures to their proper Natures, which he 


himſelf has produced, who will believe him 
when he ſays that Moſes has repreſented him as 


devoid of Reaſon? And for Eve, how does he 
know that She was not aſtoniſhed at the Diſ- 

courſe of the t? In fo ſhort an Account 
as Moſes gives of this Tranſaction, an obvious 


Reaſon may be yen for his making no Men- 


tion of it. + For he would chooſe to-omit thoſe 
Circumſtances of all others, to the Knowledge of 


which his Readers muſt naturally be led by the | 
| reſt that he deſcribed. This is the Manner of 


the moſt admired Writers. And ſure; if we ſu 
pole that Ber knew the Serpent to be natutall y 


dumb, the Hiſtorian muſt have written for Rea- 
ders of a very dull Apprehenſion, if, after tell- 


ng ther tat th d i wry ke articulately and 
rationally to Eve, he d thought ncelſy 


tak 7 


the bolder Sinners of our Age have got over this | 


* - 
— — — —˖ ö c — . ˙¹ —ᷓ— - = 


[ 50 ] 

add, that Eve was ſurprized. But we do not 
know in Fact that Eve was well acquainted with 
the Nature of all the Beaſts. At leaſt the Ac- 
count, he has produced for that Purpoſe, is far 
from ſhewing it. For that great Review of the 
Brute World was held before She was created. 
And therefore if there be any inconſiſtent Oppo- 
s on this 


ſition in theſe Two Paſſages it * 
Foundation, that a — of the Natures 
all the Beaſts was infuſed into Eve before She exiſt- 
ed. He tells us laſtly on this Head, that | 
the wonderful Works of the Creator had convinced 
our firf Parents of his infinite Power and Wiſdom 
Goodneſs, the natural Law could not inform 
them, That there was another invifible Being in the 
World, of an oppofite Nature, abſolutely wwicked, 
— and endued hkewiſe with great Power ; 
which he was ng, to defeat all 
te Good and Happineſs, which Gel lad provide 
for his Creatures: If the Account of Moſes does 
lead us to believe that our Firſt Parents were 
acquainted with theſe two great Points, there 
needs no more than this to overthrow all that he 
has advanced, or can advance on this Subject. 
For almoſt the whole of his Objections againſt 
the common Acceptation of this Account are in- 
tended to ſhew, that there is not the leaſt Ground 
in the whole Story for our believing 'that they 
had any Notion of either of them. He ſay, 
that in the whole of this Hiſtorical Narration (as 
the Sharpneſs of his Wit prompts him often to 
2 See Gen. 2.19 &c. 


call 
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call it) ue cannot diſcover the leaſt Trace of any 
natural Law, nor of any Religion which Reaſon 
could teach? and can He in the very next Page 
add, as what the Narration alſo leads him to, 
that the wonderful Works of the Creator convinced 
our Firſt Parents of bis infinite Power and Wiſ- 
dom and (Goodneſs + What can ſhew more fully 
our Str of Reaſon, or what indeed was our 
Reaſon chiefly given us for but to lead to this 
very Truth ? he again fay, that there is 
Reaſon from the Hiſtory to imagine, that they 
had a Knowledge of another inuiſible Feng 97 
to the divine Nature, abſolutely wicked 
cious? and can he afterwards Ao that 7o ſuppoſe 
the Devil concerned in the Temptation, is not only 
wid of all Support from the Text, but contradifte- 
ry to the expreſs Senſe of it? When he can Su 
port theſe oppoſite: Points, then 1 ſhall uy 
agree with that the whole Story is a Fic- 
tion, and a groſs Impoſition on the Credulity of 
Mankind. If then he will grant that the Hiſto- 
ry makes our Firſt Parents poſſeſſed of that De- 
gree of Knowledge he here objects to, he con- 
tradicts himſelf, and the Diſpute is at an End. 
But if he be of Opinion that there is no Foun- 
dation in the Text hiſtorically underſtood for 
admitting this their Strength of Reaſon, or this 
— — evil Spirit, how impertinently 
to make the Text, thus 
— — with ſelf? 
I will add a Reflection on this his O- 
pinion, which I defire the Reader to carry along 
n in 
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in his Mind. His Aſſertion that the Text makes 
our Firſt Parents devoid of all Reaſon and natu- 
ral Law, and that all Things in the Paradiſiacal 
State appear to have been ordered miracul 
and ſupernaturally by the immediate Interpo 
tion of God, * will make it hard for him to ac- 
count for its being a moral Fable. For by this 
Account, they could be no moral Agents, nei- 
ther therefore could ſin: or if it be inſiſted 
upon, that notwithſtanding this they ſtill might 
fin, then, ſince they were intirely under the Di- 
rection of God and Revelation, their Sin will be 

chargeable on God alone,. ow ſuch an 
Example, of Perſons either wholly incapable of 
finning, or ſinning only under divine Direction, 
could have any Tendency to promote Morality, 
I leave every one to judge. 

W ſhall paſs on to the next Claſs of Diffi- 
culties attending the hiſtorical Senſe, viz. Incre- 
dibilities in the Facts. | 

Age it is Time to obſerve, that this Author 

23 unſkilfully endeavoured to draw in, as a 

the Queſtion whether the Story be Hiftori- 

5 or Fabulous, that which is quite another diſ- 

tinct — 50 is to be = flood by the Ser- 

tin the Pr the Story Hiſtorical. 

F can be: prom te the Story © Hitt, 

and that we = to believe the TranſaRtions re- 

lated by Moſes really and truly to have hap — 
in the Order in which he relates them, 

the Time to conſider in what Light this will ft 
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the Prophecy, and with what View it could be a 
given. When we have once ſatisfied ourſelves 
that there were really ſuch Perſons as Adam and 
Eve once happy in Paradiſe, and that an appa- 
rent. and actual Serpent was inſtrumental in ſe- 
ducing them from their Innocence and 
from their Happineſs, then We may proceed to 
uire whether Moſes points out to Us any o- 
ther concealed Agent behind the Serpent. For 
we muſt be agreed upon this that the whole is 
a Relation of real Facts, before we can ever 
hope to determine, whether from a View of the 
whole as a Refers of real Facts, the Serpent is 
to be eſteemed the principal. Tempter, or whe- 
ther he was only actua an inviſible Bei 
who judged him fit for his Purpoſe. I ſhal 
therefore, omitting the latter of theſe Enquiries 
as beſides my preſent Argument, confine myſelf 
wholly to the firſt. For it is ſaid that there is 
here a Prophecy. And it is undeniably 'true | 
that, if Moſes deſcribes Realities, there is a Pro- 
Py: This for good Reaſons has been long 
lieved to be a Prophecy of the Meſſiah. Now 
when it is objected to this that Moſes only re- 
lates a Fable, what Part of our Opinions are We 
| thereby challenged to defend ? Surely that alone 
| which is-oppoſite to the Poſition of our Adver- 
_ fary, that Moſes relates the Truth. If We = 
| ſeſſed a Town, and the Enemy had raiſed a Bat- 
tery againft it, where would we employ our 
R Care? Surely we ſhould defend thoſe Parts of 
our Fortifications that the Enemy attacked. For 
| though 
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—_ they aimed to diſpoſſeſs Us of the Town, 
yet they attack our Works, knowing that if theſe 
can be beaten down, all within them is of Courſe 
their own, and we on the contrary defend them, 
knowing as well that while they are defended 
the Town is ſecure, Thus that there is a Pro- 
— here, and that this Prophecy relates to the 
eſſiah, can only be maintained ſo long as we 
can defend the Reality of this Hiſtory. And if 
that be given up, it then falls, not as a Part of 
this Propoſition, that the Hiftory is real, but as 
a Conſequence of it. For thus the whole Ar- 
gument ſtands. | 1 | 
0 


The Account which Moſes gives of the Fall 
is a true Hiſtorical Account, 


Therefore theſe Words, it ſhall bruiſe thy 
Head, and Thou ſhalt bruiſe bis Heel, con- 

| tain a real Prophecy. 
| Then follows. 
This Prophecy cannot conſiſtently be under- 
ſtood as N only the unſerviceable 


Proſpect of ſome fortuitous Encounters be- 
tween the Race of Men and Serpent, 


Therefore it conveyed the general Know- 
ledge of a Redeemer, who was to repair 
the Loſs human Nature ſuſtained by the 
Fall, and to gain at laſt a compleat Victo- 
ry over that very Enemy by whom our Pa- 
rents had then been overcome. - 


9 
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| 3 y the Antece- 


_ in each Propoſi think he cannot de- 
the — . in 8 But now it is 
ain that the Antecedent of the Second cannot 

= diſputed upon, with any Reaſon, till we are 
about the Antecedent of the Firſt. For 

'tis idle to wrangle about what Senſe We ſhall 
give the Prophecy, when we are not yet agreed 
R But that it is 
a Prophecy is you ſee the uence of the firſt 
Propoſition, and muſt — of Neceſſity ſtand 


| or fall with it. Whence it is that That alone muſt 


be handled and decided e er We proceed to the 
Second. If the firſt be overthrown, the ſecond 
falls with it, for it is founded on a Conſequence 
from the firſt. But if the firſt be found true We 
are then at Liberty to proceed. Our Way lies 
over it, if it falls Us we cit yo tp fardng But 
if it bears, nothing hinders Us then to advance 
and try the Solidity of the ſecond. | 
I have been thus particular in explaining this 
Point, leſt it might be thought that a material 
Part in the Defence of the Argument was omit- 
ted, by paſſing over without Notice the Objec- 
tions which this Author has thrown out oblique- 
ly againſt the Senſe his Lordſhip with moſt 
learned Men hath given this Prophecy. The 
eſent Queſtion is, whether the Account of the 
all be an Hiſtory or a Fable, Let us therefore 
attend to this alone. I know he diſputes againſt 


all. in a Breath, but this is 8 | 


tage of Truth, For it tends only to embarraſs 


J. 
and render the Matter more intricate: It entan- 
les us as we go along, and We waſte our 
trength in ſtruggling through the perplexed 
Path, without being able to make any propor- 
tionable Advances towards Truth. 

L! x us ſee now what Incredibilities are char- 
rs he Ph ts ts The In- 
ces which are pronounced, to be irreconcile- 
able to the Notion 7 a true Hiſtory are ſummed 
up in the following Manner. The Plantation , 
a Paradiſe for the Habitation of Man ; The Tree 
of Life, T 
Evil, vary © rt the Extuli of of bim out 
of it after his F The Cherubim and flaming 
6 God coming _ 
to walk in it in the Cool of the Day; Adam b 
himſelf among the Trees from the Sight of Gf 
The Diſcourſe of the ; and the Curſe pro- 
nounced upon him by 33 
fo ite; mult all be cofuered as a mer ern 

Since the Examiner has not thought fit 
Kage goa other Reaſon for the Neceſſity of 
conſiderin them in this Light, _— 
NL it 
be ſufficient to oppoſe Aſſertion to Aſſertion, — 
ſay that they muſt be conſidered as Facts. How- 
ever, becauſe Dr. M's Authority would be judg- 
ed ſuperior, we ſhall take a ſhort Review of the 
Circumſtances here thrown together, and endea- 
vour to ſhew, in a more ſatisfactory Manner, 
that this Neceſſity is groundleſs, It cannot ap- 

— N 
pear 
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pear if in a Deſcription of the World, 
while itſelf and its Inhabitants were ſo very dif- 
ferent from what are at this Day, we meet 
with ſome Scenes of which 'the preſent State of 
Things can furniſh us with no Reſemblances. 
And if, for this Reaſon, and for the Shortneſs 
of the Account given of it, we cannot arrive at 
a full Knowledge of the Nature of all Things in 
it, nor a clear Conception of the Manner in 
which ſome Actions were performed, it cannot 
be juſtly wondered at. But while we own ſome 
Obſcurities in this Hiſtory, it muſt at the ſame 
Time be confeſſed, that there is not a ſingle 
Circumſtance in it which is abſolutely incredi- 
ble, or which could not poſſibly have been. 
And if there be a Poſſibility of Things having 
appeared under that Form, and having 3 
ed in the Manner in which they are repreſented, 
all the reſt depends upon the Hiſtorian, - That 
Poſſibility alone is Cufficient to reſcue it from be- 
ing condemned to the Claſs of Apologues or un- 


natural Fictions, and it is alſo ſufficient to vindi- 


cate its Truth if it be attended with a ſufficient 
Strength of Authority in the Relater, and if it 
ſeems more conſiſtent with his Deſign to eſteem 
it a true Hiſtory, 'The Queſtion of the natural 
Credibility or — of Things is decided, 
if it be acknowledged that they might exiſt: 
that ſuch Things did exiſt muſt depend, no 
longer on their Nature, but ſolely on the. Evi- 
dence offered in Proof of their Exiſtence, If 
then it appears that every Circumſtance in the 


rity has not here been called in 


[$8] 

Hiſtory of the Creation and Fall might poſſibl 

be true, all Objection from the News of Thing 
againſt their being true is anſwered, and the Re- 
mainder of the Enquiry muſt turn wholly on 
the Authority and Deſign of Moſes. His Autho- 
10n, and 
what has been advanced with R to his De- 
ſign ſhall ſhortly be conſidered. At preſent the 
Nature of: the Things demands our Attention. 
The Circumſtance he has placed firſt, amongſt 
thoſe which he thinks determine this Account to 

be fabulous, is the Plantation of a. Paradiſe for 
the Habitation of Man. We are not to transfer | 


any unw to God's Manner of form- 
ing this Garde 


from the Word Plantation here 
made uſe of. It fignifies no more than that ſuch 
a Garden was formed by God, without definin 
the Manner in which it was done. Tt is appli 


| here, becauſe the common Manner of forming 


Gardens amongſt Us is by Plantation. Surely 
then there can be no Difficulty or Incongruity in 
conceiving that a Place of ſuperior Beauty and 
Delight was prepared for the firſt Reception of 
Man. It will not be ſaid that God wanted Pow- 
er to do this. The Vegetable Creation was obe- 
dient to his Word, and he could aſſemble the 
Parts of it in whatever Manner it ſhould pleaſe 
him for the Service of his Will, and the Ac- 
commodation of, his yet Favourite Creature, 
Man. The Exiſtence of a Tree of Life is as 
_ eaſily conceived as that of a Paradiſe, For the 
NPIS 
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God. And We cannot ſay that its Production 
was improper, if we will grant God the Liber- 
2 beſtowing his Favours in what Manner he 
think fit. In like Manner We cannot ob- 
ject to the Tree of Knowledge of Good and E- 
vil, but by preſcribing to the Creator what Teſt 
of Obedience he ſhall require from his Creatures. 
EO NIE 
Habitation of Man during his Innocency, We 
cannot find Fault with his E on out of it 
when he had render'd himſelf unworthy longer 
„ And 
in ed him out of it, God might 
1 cs Return to it by whaterer Guard he 
ould think proper to appoint. t Quarrel 
in epnons have e 
the Lord God walking in the Garden in the Cool 
of the Day, tt it be againſt the jon ? 
ay ud, ys agony ir 
of than in Terms taken from human Actions. 
And therefore if his ſenſible approaching be ſig- 
nified by the ſame Word v — 2 6 
Motion of a Man, it is becauſe human Language 
cannot ſupply a better Expreſſion. We have be- 
fore ſpoken of Adam's Attempt to hide himſelf 
amongſt the Trees from the Sight of God, as the 
natural Effect of that Confuſion of Mind which 
Sin and the Terror. of Puniſhment had thrown 
RO Had he been 1 
y eluding the all-piercing Eye of his 
Objection would have been ſtrong; but the vain 
Attempt to do this is no more the fooliſh 
| H 2 | Cowar- 


LI... 
Cowardice of Guilt ; which belongs to it, and 
which, even to ſhort-ſighted Man, often be- 
trays inſtead of hiding it. A Serpent ſpeaking, 
is what we would not give Credit to, no more 
than to any of the foregoing Circumſtances but 
upon the beſt Authority. However it cannot be 
thought incredible by rok who hold the Ex- 
iſtence of inferior Spirits good and bad, and 
who, believing the Scriptures, acknowledge that 
they have a limited Power not only over Beaſts 
but even over Men. The Curſe upon the Ser- 
pent and upon the Ground, though we could 
aſſign no Reaſon for them, yet would not fur- 
niſh any Char ge aginſt the . ſince 
they are both his Creatures to be diſ —_— 
—_— to wp ny gr except we Jr 7 d ſay, that, 
in puniſhi changed their State againſt 
oe Condes of ſome Grant he had made them 
of continuing in it. But there can be no Room 
for Cenſure, when we conſider the latter as a 
Part of the Puniſhment of Man, and the former 
as a Memorial of his Fall, and a laſting Mark 
— * — In a Word, there is 
N ere can a incredible to 
one, . believes that World was ee 
and is governed, by a divine Providence, who 
admits the Agency of Spirits, and who does not 
hold Nature immediately to be reduced to an em- 
Name, by allowing that 7 7s not only varia- 
ble, but has e 
fre Fits Author. * - 
2 Page 172, 
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Lr us now ſee what Opinion theſe an 
Attacks, upon that which is commonly received, 
were intended to make Way for, and what Kind 
of Scheme was deſigned to be ſet up, when the 
Hiſtorical ſhould be depoſed. We are not at all 
concerned to take the Notice of that Rea- 
ſoning which has been erected on a chimerical 
Suppoſition ſubſtituting Sanchoniatho, inſtead of 
Mojes, for the Author of this Hiſtory, The E- 
nemies of the revealed Writings, when they 
find themſelves unable to injure them as they 
ſtand im ble in their native Strength, may 
find a Pleaſure in ſuppoſing them weaker than 


they are, and may divert themſelves with thoſe 


imaginary Triumphs which ſuch a- Suppoſition 
gives them an Opportunity of acting over in 
Thought. But it 1s a Suppoſition, which they 
can never ſeriouſly hope they will be allowed de- 
ciſively to argue upon. For it alone in a great 
Meaſure would determine the whole Queſtion in 
their Favour. The Facts related in this Account 
appear to be all poſſible. The Belief of their 
Reality therefore depends not on their Nature 
(for Nature's Voice is that they may be real) 
but ſolely on the Authority and Intention of the 


Writer. If we ſee Cauſe to conclude' that his 
Intention was to deliver this as a Hiſtory. of real 


Facts, and if his Authority be ſtrong enough to 
wade Us that He has faithfully executed his 
tention, We muſt then admit the Account to 
be a true Hiſtory, But if his Authority is leſ- 


ſened, its main Support is withdrawn, and the 


whole 


[62] 
whole Scheme falls to the Ground, we muſt 
conclude, either that he never defi his Ac- 
count ſhould be received for Truth, or, if he 
did, that he aimed to deceive Us. Dr. M. is 
ſenſible of this, and ſets out with this fancied 
Advantage. Let us now take a Review: of this 
Story, ſays He, as if it had been told us by San- 
choniatho. And in this Way of confidering it, the 
firſt Reflection which would occur is, that it was 
not poſfible for any Mortal, to give an 8 | 
Narration of the Events therein repreſented ; or to 
deſeribe the particular Manner, Order and Time, 
in which, or the Materials out of which, this World, 
and its principal Inhabitants, were formed. We 
22760 conclude at once, that the ey #11 the 
leſt of Men could write uch a Subject, m 
be 4 45 Effect of 2 We 
ſee how joyfully he to his wiſhed for 
Concluſion. But ſhould we diſturb his Dream, 
and bid him recolle& that Moſes was the Author 
of the Hiſtory, this his firſt Reflection, with all 
the Train that follows it, would vaniſh with his 
Viſion. 
HFH endeavours to prepoſſeſs Us in Favour of 
this Suppoſition by introducing it, as one that 
muſt be acceptable to all Lovers of Truth, and 
under, a Notion of doing ſtrict Juſtice to the 
Writings of Moſes, by allowing them the ſame can- 
did Interpretation which is commonly indulged to o- 
ther ancient Writers, > What would one now 
expect from theſe Profeſſions of Candour? would 


a Page 128. b Page 118. 


not 


I 

not one hope to find ſome tender Regard for 
thoſe thei with which Time equally affects 
all Writers? ſome favourable Allowances for 


thoſe Obſcurities, and uncommon Modes of Ex- 


2 which Antiquity, and the Change of 


anguage and Cuſtoms, muſt neceſſarily intro- 
duce? ſure one would hardly ſuſpect this 
Pretence was made Uſe of to cover a Deſign of 

iving Moſes a Wound, where Length of Time 
2 always ſhewn itſelf moſt merciful, in his 
Authority. Yet He entirely neglects the Diction, 
and that equitable Conſtruction of Language, for 
which alone the Plea of Antiquity can be urged, 
and goes on, after this ſpecious Preface, to tra- 
duce the Credit of Moſes, and to bring bis H:/to- 
Are of 
t 


Serpent down to the Level of ſome Old Pha. 


cian Story. Surely this is a Kind of Juſtice en- 
tirely new. When Moſes is to be treated with 
Candour and Impartiality, then he is diveſted of 
his divine Authority, and degraded to the Stan- 


dard of ordinary Writers. A Judge, who, un- 


der a Pretence of doing ſtrict Juſtice, ſhould con- 
fider eur of a Man of ap ved _ 
grity as if it had come from one of ſuſpected Ve- 
racity, would fol imitate him, who, 
ing to lay aſide all Prejudice and Partiality, ſhould 
decide upon all Writings alike ; and ſhould con- 
ſider the Hiſtory of an Author to whom divine 
Aſſiſtances were vouchſafed, as if it had been the 
Production of a common unaſſiſted Underſtand- 


ng. a Page 119. v 
: E 
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Wx will not therefore own Ourſelves indebt- 
ed to the Candour or Generoſity of this Author, 
for granting that this Account comes from Moſes, 
and that Moſes was commiſſioned by God to write 
it. Theſe are Points w. have long been 
proved, and which muſt | a be inſiſted up- 
on. For if theſe be given up, We ſhall want 
that Authority in the ian which is able to 
ſupport the Weight that is to be laid "_—_ it. 
Since then the Facts related in this 8 5 
in themſelves naturally credible, and — 
Authority of Moſes is of the hi Kind and 
fufficient? to induce a Belief of when thus 
ved to be credible; in order to arrive at a clear 
tion of the Queſtion, whether this Ac- 
N ee n 
a true only remaining 
be, Which Page mm Sr Yb 0 
with the Deſign of the Writer. To this, from 
which we wer diverted by the Alem given w 
the Credit of Moſes, let us now return. That 
we may not ent Dr. M's Opinion I will 
giye it in his own Words, He ſays, We cannot 
call it a Parable ; For tho a Parable be a 
zHon, it is defined to be of ſuch a Sort, as 
ENS. he ble, or what might poſſibly be 
true | nr cn tbe an Hier, for thugh it be 
Plain Deſcription of Facts, . are pl — 2 
reniiy fickitiaus, and impę 
the Manner, in which tf ley ore deſcribed. . Pe 
ves N * 


** either 
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either the "general Name of an Allegory, by which 
a different Senſe is — than what Joni 
by Words : or "ve may call it rather an 
moral Fable, the Charatter of 


e | 
le in their Na- 
the Ca of the Narrdiive 
on. A 
it be ind. 


ge the St 
JE of in ae, arration, 


relate Things and Events, i 
ture : Which 15 evidently 
in 


ever comvince all, who it without 
7 that it is fabulous or allegorical : 
that Moſes's Commiſion was accommodated on 


4 it is to have been on na- 
—— the 


Me- 
thod of inſtructing ee —— e 
SED Kind — 


Allegories, which 3 Wa 


rf the Darn 
ae. to the 9 


Thus the Plantation of a Paradife fir the He. 
bitation of Man; the Tree Cc. muff all be cn. 
fidered as a mere Eaftern Fable, from which no o- 
ther Leſſon or Docrrine can be inferred, than what - 
I baue already> intimated ; . that” this World uu 
Th I Ton; 
it to come from Moſes, and that Moſes was commiſſioned by God to 
write. it : yet this makes no Difference in the Caſe, becauje the Mat- 


ter of the Story, whether it be inſpired or not, is abſolutely inconfi- 
Hint with the Character of an hiſtorical Narration. Hence it ap- 


15 — 


pears that he adopts as his own Opinion, what he had faid of it 


under that View. And therefore we may hereafter make ſome 
I Obſerva- 
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Introduction here. It might indeed have carried 
ſome Appearance of Strength in — if this Piece 
of Hiſtory had been deſigned nn 
D Bar ie ws dig — 
mation of many P 
Eaſtern Manner of — — 
nor underſtood, The ines it contains are 
the very fundamental Points of all Religion 
Whole C Ob 1933 the Genius of 
the Eaſtern People, to be extended to all thoſe 
to whom Providence ſhould pleaſe to open the 
Treaſures of his Revelation. Our Saviour has 
not inculcated theſe Doctrines afreſh to Us, and 
therefore. he intended, no doubt, that we ſhould 
Sr Since then 
the Jews made but 4 art of thoſe,” for 
whoſe Benefit this Account was given, however 
clear theſe Doctrines might have 22 to 

dly 


them in an allegorical Dreſs, We can 


neglected, ſince the {imple Truth could not have 
been leſs clear to them, and muſt have been 
much more clear to all others. 

THz Jews had in the Body of their Law, 
and in the Courſe of their Tranſactions a great 
Mixture of Types. But then there is not one of 
their moral octrines, which were deſigned to 
be of eternal Uſe and Obligation, like the Doc- 
trines here delivered, that is thus removed from 

the Light. They were intended for common 
ve R 
5 | * 


V, 
at 
of 
tO 
C- 
m 
N 
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logue, to create or inforce a 


Err 
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They are always expreſſed in and fimple 
Terms, equally intelligible to all thoſe, for whoſe 
Inſtruction they were equally intended. \ 
Ir, in inculcatin ines, the allegorical 
jor to the literal in Point 
of Clearneſs, it falls ſtill much more beneath it 
in Point of Authority to inforce thoſe Doctrines. 
An Allegory ma be contrived in an agreeable 
Manner to contain a 8 of Doctrines al- 
dency i any Fable, g if i be an Apo. 
in any F it be an Apo- 

x4 4 Niet of Points n- 
known or diſputed. When Things are related as 
they = We cannot CR r- don 
out in Queſtion the Veracity of the Au- 
thor, Dur wo axe taught to teny every Propoſi- 
tion of an Apologue. And indeed the Author of 
an Apologue does not affirm any thing directly. 
The he inculcates are ſeen only by a 
faint Kind of reflected Light. But if thoſe Doc- 
trinesars to be colledied from Fatts cqually queſ- 
tionable, I ſee not how an Apologue can be made 
at all to affirm the Exiſtence of Facts. For Ex- 
ample in the Hiſtory before Us not only this 
9 that God is to be wor- 
ipped as the Author of our Being and all ue en- 
be alſo the Fact dem wines it is drawn, 
Ged is the Author of our Being. Now if this 
Account is made an Apologue, all Authority in 

it for our believing that Man was crea 
God, is at once undermined. The Words in- 


drod adbrm the Fat, * 


contain 


"7 
contain the true Mind of the Author. It id 8 
Collection of Perſons and Actions imaginary and 
impoſſible, and We are by no Means to be- 
lieve any one Propofition as it there ſtands; ha 
eb db oe ym bor them. 
1 Founda- 
tions of Neligion, an e 2 for the Origin 
of Things, ——— fell into 1 Apologue. 
But this was not the Effect of Choice, —_—_ 
norahce> They did not give their Accounts this 
Fortn becauſe they t it the moſt elipible, 
or the beſt fitted for teaching unknown Truths, 
but becauſe they thernſelves waned the Means 
of coming at the Truth; They therefore avoid- 
ed the Appearance of it as induſtriouſſy as 
ble, and did not deliver them in ſuch Colours as 
muſt at firſt Sight betray them for Fictions and 
e row 3 


voured to lay down rr 2 
Nr of 5 
and recommended them, not for the Entertain- 
ment of Mankind as mere Works of Ingenuity, 
but for their ſerious Perſwaſioti and Belief, as 
the Dictates of Reaſon, or the venerable Truths 
of Tradition. They ſet them in what they e- 
ſteemed the moſt perfwaſive Light, and ſupport- 
ed them by all the Strength of Authority they 
could They always endeavoured to 
make | moſt reconcileable either to — 
mon Opinions, or to the — of wa 
and therefore never fixed upon = 
cious Marks of Incredibility. 1 


hd * — — bd. AH * 2 * 


ode en e they ee 


inſtruct, For what good they po 

ſibly produces amongſt a People perſwaded — | 

hey 0 NG e go ſeriouſ- 

y about to build a Syſtem of practical Doctrines 
on a Foundation, whoſe Weakneſs was not fo 

'nuch a diſmbled or conceal. Let us ima- 

1 ſome ancient 8 b who. had: at Heart the 
eforma 


tion of , When he was endea- 
ouring to eſtabliſh the Fundamentals of Reli- 
gion, to have accom his Deſcription of the 
Origin of Things with ſuch a Declaration as this. 
«* And now I hope none of Von are ſo weak as 
«to. Mies that hare is « fy able of Truth in 
i what I have delivered . You. You muſt be 
* blind if you do not plainly fee that it is a-wild 
* and . Invention of my on, which I 
* neither believe myſelf nar defire You to believe. 
© All I requeſt of You is to act as if Gary Thing 
his A ths Prog ad as be bay . 
t c y 

to his Authority, or weed ay gr Ke em- 
the Belief of Doctrines he intended 
to draw from this Accaunt for the Influence of 
2 rg N 
incerity w ruin whole Deſign. Now 
if Moſes has fixed upon 

tion and Fall a Brand of Incredibility, if he has 
taken Care that it ſhall be attended with indiſ- 
putable Marks of Fiction, and every where car- 
Ny DE Io ry 


his Account of the Crea- 
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. with it its own Confutation, he h 
t amounts exactly to 
P. e He does not 
but his Writings ſpeak for him, 
to Us, though I cannot aſſure 
| * coated tine orld and Man, 
py in it while innocent, and became miſe. 
a crate by Sinning, yet be ye perſwaded to act 
«as if al theſe Things were fo. So great muſt 
be the Defect of Authority in an Apologue for 
inforcing Doctrines, where Credit is to be . 
at once to the Doctrines, and to the Facts from 
whence they are deduced. 
Tnoupn we are all agreed that certain Doc- 
trines of moral Uſe were deſigned to be inculca- 
ted by this Account, yet we do not agree with 
Regard to all the particular Doctrines that are 
contained in it. Thoſe who follow the literal 
Cid he Tile m Tipi itſelf, that Man 
forfeited his Title 2 Ha by a ſingle Act 
of Sin, and that Ne ball che dint divine Favour by 
| lee 
But this Allegoriſt ſays, that Man became 
wretched and miſerable not till he was become 
a wilful and habitual Sinner. a If this was the 
Opinion deſigned to be inculcated by it, allow- 
ing it an Allegory, ſure Nothing could be worſe 
contrived for the Purpoſe. The Command giv- 
en to Man, to abſtain from the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, was as follows, Of e- 


wry Tre of he de Thus mon ry a. 
« Page 137. * Bur 


8} 4 
But gf the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and E. 
vil, Thew falt not eat of it : For in the Day that 
thou eateft- thereof thou ſhalt furely die. Here We 
ſee Man is threatned to be puniſhed with Death 
on the very firſt Breach of the Command, and 
accordingly We find in the Third Chapter that 
he was no ſooner drawn into Diſobedience, than 
God came down to execute the Puniſhment he 
had denounced. . Man is not queſtioned by his 
Judge whether he had been ay of a Series of 
Crimes, but whether he had broken this ſingle. f 
Command. H Thou eaten, ſays God, of the 
Tree, whereof I commanded Thee, that thou | 
not eat? b © And upon his Conviction of this ſin- 1 
39 he is immediately condemned. Let | 


im tell Us then by what Rules of 9 | 
tion one ſingle Act of Diſobedience is to be ta- 


ken, in an Al „for a Series; and how ha- 
bitual Sin is figured in once Eating of a forbidden 
| Fruit. This cannot be thought an unſerviceable 
Remark, becauſe if We admit that Man did not 
| forfeit his Title to Happineſs as ſoon as he be- 
| came a Sinner, We muſt alfo allow, that He 


] was of himſelf able, by future Obedience, to at- 
ö tone for paſt Crimes; and that he had, as this 


Author inſinuates in the Perſon of ſome wiſe 
and ancient Reformer, after all his Sins and De- 
pravity, ſtill in his own Power the Means of. re- 
covering the divine Favour, and 
fo to b 


; 

? reſtoring him- 

. 9 % V the bf 

; tial Rule of ſenſual' Pleaſure, which had beguiled: 

a Gen. 2. 86,19; b Chap. 3. 11. | 
R him 
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bim into a State of Sin and . How - 
nant ſuch an Opinion. is to Joy Mary 
moſt Chriſtian Virtues, and the whole Scheme 
of our Redemption, I need not obſerve; ' © 
| AGAIN. Thoſe, who believe this Hiſtory to 
be true, conclude from it, that there was a 
 Tempter, diſtin from the Man and de beg 
concerned. s But this Allegoriſt 
that oie veer il Diſcourſe of bing ſe 2 


e wor Neck of hs he ee 
22 of Ly 2 . te; of 
is ry. & rg 3 


out ut of Parade — wr natural 
= ave of iS1n and Guilt, in depriving Man of bis 
Happineſs, and plunging him into Miſery, my 
Which Account of the Matter, he 
* ond eee , James himſelf 
the natural Method, 55 Men are ah 
arb, dr 2 of thiv Nate” 
he 7 * every Man is tempted, when 
i. is ron 9 of bis own La, and enticed > 
Luſt bath conceived, it bringeth 'forth 
Frog = Sin, 1 01 it is finiſhed, bringeth forth 
Loy pens 1. 14, 15. This Paſſage is a ge- 
cription, of the ordinary Manner and 
Effects of Temptations and their over 
Us; and it is not written with any | 
Regard to the Sin of our Firſt Parents. But if 
it had, nothing could have been more ap licable 
| e the He See of. tive” Fell” "ad 
| S X cbr 100 160 Walk Admins 
2 Page 132. b Page 133. "Me 
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the For St. James does not exclude 
an outward. Tempter from having a Share in 
our Seduction, neither does Moſes exclude the 


5 On the contrary, the Apoſtle expreſs- 
deſcribes the Behaviour of different Men,un- 


I ions, and the different Con- 
the 12th Verſe He calls that 
in bf Hd tht cnt 1h For .when 


4 2 4 he ſhall recti ve 
which the Lord bath promiſed them 
bim. ö 
ty of thoſe who, having failed under "the Tein 
of Temptatian charge God, the Author of their 
Nature, with their Sin. Let no Man ſay when he 
is tempted, I am ed Gad a &c, telling them 
in the 14h and. 1 Verſes as above, that their 
Sin and Miſery is chargeable on their own F 
alone, and their cowardly and baſe er 
the Suggeſtions of their own Luſt. i ny 
Pant aa greg 
For it lies in this Order. 
Fer he e 
Fire to the Luſts of Eue within, She weakly 
rr 
the Penalty of Death. The Allegory 


by taking away the rere Teng — 
Means rnkies this Dakirdpe on of =D 
more conſtr with 8. Jn 


e, n But it — lays 22 Ac- 
very conſiderable Difficulty. 
ah nh Ve or ed Cp thee ie 


1 Verſ. 4. | 
2 * 


Life, 


9 OW 
diſtinct Picture of the Workings of Eve's irregu- 
lar Paſſions. And n ſaw that the 
Tree was good for Food, and that 1t 'was pleaſant 
to the E ges, and @ Tree to be defired to male one 
wiſe 3 She wok of the Freie thereof &c. Here is 
5 an Indulgence of her rebellious Appetite : 
the is pleaſed with the Beauty of the Fruit, ber 
Mind drinks in the Infection, and raſhly believes 
it poſſeſſed of every Excellence that is y im- 
puted to it; ſhe haſtens to ſatiate her Senſes, and 
obey her Deſires. If then, as Dr. M. would 
have it, the Jubtil Diſcourſe of the 1 alſo 
means Nothing elſe but the tempting Suggeſtions 4 
Luft and ſenſual Appetite, then here is a doub 
Account of theſe tempting Suggeſtions they are 
deſcribed both in plain di 
blem. This is certainly, to ſay the beſt of it, a 
very in his Apologue. The 
ſame Difficulty is again in his Explana- 
tion of the Expulſion out of Paradiſe. For that, 
He ſays, points out the natural Effetts of Sin and 
. Gul, 4 depriving Man of dr Happineſs, and 
aa g him into Miſery, Sorrow and Death. 
| it is certain that theſe ſume natural Ef 
.are ſpoken. of alſo in plain Lan God 
threatneth das, that in the Day finned he 
ſhould ſurely. die. After their Sin, we ſee Pain 
immediately taking Poſſeſſion of their Minds, 
and the Conſcience. of Guilt filling chem with 
Shame, Diſtraction, and Fear of Puniſhment. 
And then we behold God himſelf dooming them 
to Puniſhment, and. diſtinctly * 
ö | . ery, 


T1]. 
Miſery, Sorrow, Labour, and Death. Here then 
will be alſo a double Deſcription of the Effects 
of Sin, the plain and emblematical. And, what 
is ſtill worſe, in this Circumſtance the plain De- 
ſcription firſt; for it is not till after the Sen- 
tence upon the Sinners; that their Expul- 
ſion out of Paradiſe is related. So that when we 
have been inſtructed in all the fatal Effects of 
this Sin in the cleareſt and ſimpleſt Manner, we 
are then nted with the Emblem of them: 
as if the Author, imagining he had been too ex- 
poet intended to lead us back from Light to 
kneſs. Sure ſuch Profuſion of Language, 
and ſuch alternate Endeavours to ſhew and con- 
ceal the ſame Thing, does but ill agree with the - 
Conciſeneſs and Elegancy of Moſes, or with the 
Nature of any one regular 'Defign. + 0 
Bur let us now place this Account in ano- 
ther Point of View, and conſider it as defigned 
to give Light into a very dark Part of Hiſtory. 
That it was written partly with ſuch a Purpoſe 
is, I think, plain, from its ſtanding as a very 
conſiderable and a very intereſting Part in that 
which is generally acknowledged to be an Hiſto- 
ry, the Pentateuch. . I think it is undeniable that 
a true hiſtorical Account of the Creation and 


Fall would have anſwered every good Purpoſe - | 


that could be pro from the moſt in 

Fiction, and would have been free from every 

Difficulty with which the latter muſt neceſſarily 

be attended. The Doctrines to be ihculcated 

could not have been treated with a ar 
211 ; 


- neſs in an Allegory as in an Hiſtory, nor coufd 


Far this Account, to prefer that Manner of 
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the Belief of the Facts, from whence the Doc- 


trines were to be deduced, have been eſtabliſhed 
upon an equally firm Authority. What then 


could determine the divine Wiſdom, which in- 


ing it, by which our Information and Benefit 
was leaſt conſulted ? Why did he wrap up thoſe 


Doctrines in Obſcurity which were to be of con- 
ſtant and common Uſe? And why. did he hide 
from Us the Knowledge of his having created 
the World and its Inhabitants, of his juſt Deal- 


ings with the Firſt of Mankind, his Blefling 


their Inngcency and puniſhing their Diſobedience; 
why did be refuſe to give his Sanction to theſe 
Truths, and yet require from Us a firm and ef- 


fectual Belief of them? Or, if it be ſaid that He 
did not enlighten the Hiſtorian in this Part of 
his Work, why did He here deſert him, and 
abandon him to his own Weakneſs, where alone 
his natural Abilities were moſt unſerviceable to 
him, where there were no Means of Knowledge 
to guide his Reſearches, and where no Force of 
human Genius could penetrate? Was it to try 
the Power of his Invention, and did the divine 
Spirit youchſafe its Aſſiſtance in . finiſhing! an 
Hiſtory, and eſtabliſhing a Syſtem of Doctrines, 


which had no better Foundation than in that? 


If the Genius of Moſes had been left to work for 
itſelf here, it is moſt likely that He would have 
given Us thoſe Opinions which he had early im- 
bibed amongſt the Zgyprians, and would 8 

| wn 


> 
* 
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{2 Sons 
drawn his Account of the Origin of ings from”. 
rn Fan here hi uma 55 — 
ledge was derived. But he was ; 
. AE De bas e is he ts 
be #6 And, if he was, fince the Truth' 

known to the Holy Inſpire, and ſeems 


— — more fit to have been taught,” 
eh e Reaſon can be aſſigned for prefer- 
mar K „or what Cauſe can we have for 
_ inin that Fiction was preferred ? T 
Ade bon as they e How thay 
can We know that they were not ſo f rde 
ner, in which the World and all Thin 
were created, can be known to infinite idem 
alone; and ſince We have, under its Direction, 
a Creation deſcribed to Us, it is certainl 
Height of fooliſh Preſumption to fay that 
ration mocks Us, and does not he Us a true 
Account. EY in plain de- 
ſeriptive Language, and gives us as clear a Con- 
ception of the Beginning and Progreſs of the 
Creation, and of the Fall of Man, as Words can 
give: and the Hiſtory is continued on without 
n 
Fable, without any Breach in the Connection, 
or any Change in the Lan but what the 
Subject required. Where then, We muſt aſk 
th _— 
Books to be a Fiction, does the 
Truth take Place? e wrought up to- 
with ſuch Care, W foes 
in ſo nice a Manner, that an r the 
Cat» 


ud 
cannot diſtinguiſh between them. The Hiſto- 
ries of the remoteſt Ages, amongſt the Greek 
and Roman Nations, are but very imperfectly 
known. In the Accounts they give of them, 
there is apparently a great Mixture of Fiction; 
but then do not pretend to Certainty in 
them, and the moſt ingenuous of their Writers 
always ſpeak of them with Diffidence. They 
have their Fabulous Ages, and diſtinguiſh them 
from their Ages of true Hiſtory. But this is not 
the Caſe with Moſes. He does not demand for 
. himſelf the Venia Antigquitati, but ſpeaks: with 
n eee en feng 
in the a8 0 Hi | 
He „ that Adam was, by bo 
Creator, placed in Paradiſe, and baniſhed out of 


it, as that the Children of Mael came into Egypt, 
and, after a long Reſidence there, were led out 
of it under his Conduct. Whence then could 
this Confidence ariſe, but from a Conſciouſneſs 
. „ was Truth ? And could this. 


Conſci uired, except he had derived 
rer hs 


173 2 of the World 
from the Fountain of all Truth? The Greek 
and Latin Hiſtorians, when they are to trace up 
their Hiſtory into the obſcurer Periods of it, 
tread with great Circumſpection. If any one 
Warri while He 

a ſerious Hiſtory of the Roman Af- 
Fürs, tho aſſert with as little Heſitation, that 
Romulus was the Son of Mars, as. that Au | 
was the Succeſſour of Julius (car, we thou 
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- XI. _ 
p = the - = 


_ 


TS ESD SY SYS LPT 7» 235 9 


ularly, and continues 
it down, without Interruption, to his own Times. 
The Account is intire, without the leaſt Flaw or 
Breach. The Chain of Chronology is particu- 
larly preſerved to us in the Lives of the Perſons 
he writes of. The ſame Air of Seriouſneſs and 


you 

uthority as ſtrong 
ievi n 
another ? y ſhall the Story, from which the 
Hiſtory takes its Riſe, be treated as a Fiction, 
when that which ſprings from it is held to be 
real ? And why do we longer believe, upon the 
Authority of "Moſes, what he tells us of the Poſ- 
terity of Adam, when we reſolve all that he re- 
lates of Adam himſelf into Imagination ? Where 
the Account is purſued fo regularly, * 


[ 82 ] 
ſuch apparent Veracity and equal Pretenſions to 
Knowledge and Certainty, through all-Ages, If 
we once begin to believe, I ſee: not how we can 
ſtop the Progreſs of our Belief till we are arrived 
at the very Beginning ; for the ſame Authority, 
that we ſet out upon, will bear us, without fail- 
ing, through every Period of the Hiſtory, _ If 
we believe that Jacob was the Son of Jaac, and 
| Jace of Abraham, we muſt alſo believe on 

h the whole Race, from Abraham to Noob, 
to Seth, to Adam. If we give our Aſſent to 
what is told of the former, we cannot withhold 
it from what is related of the latter. Every ſuc- 
ceeding Generation gives Credit to that which 
goes before it, nor can We, conſiſtently, hold 
the moſt antient to be fabulous, and the lateſt 
to be true. For 'tis certainly as abſurd to derive 
a Series of true Hiſtory from a Fiction, as a Se- 
ries of true Prophecies. 5 

And indeed the Account of this very Authot, 
however ſtudiouſly he endeavours to avoid it, 
may be made to confeſs that there is ſome De- 
of Truth in this Relation of Moſes.. All the 
Looks lars, ihetioon Jed erred the eaſt- 

ern Fable is this, that this World was _y 
God; and that Man was happy in it as long as | 
continued innocent, but forfeited bis Happineſs, and 
became wretched and miſerable, as ſoon as he became 
4 wilful. (and habitual) Sinner. Now all theſe 
very Facts, if we only leave out the Expreſſion 
habitual, which I have before conſidered, and 
Nr 
. : ; e 


T» WH 1" IG yg WW We Toy OT IE ny 


SS LS WANN N77 


„ + 
the moſt plain and exprefs Manner, in the Hif- 
tory of the Creation ala Fall, In the Beginning 
God created the Heaven and the Earth.* $6 God 
created Man in bis own Image, in the Image: 
Gad created be him: Male and Female created 
them. b But of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Emil, than ſhalt not eat of it : 2 
that Thau eateff thereof thou ſhalt furely dic. e Au 
when the Woman ſaw that the Tree was good for 
Food, and that it was voter. and a 
Tree ta be defired to make one w01 3 She took of the 
Fruit thereof, and did car, ave alſo unto ber 
Hufoand with ber; and He did eat. d —— 
Moman be ſaid, I will greatly multiply t 
br 2 9527 
ort f e be tot 
fat yen roy pars ee 
he ſaid, Becauſe thou haft hearkened unto the Voice 
of thy Wife, and haſt eaten of the Tree of "which T 
commanded Thee faying, Thou ſhalt not eat of it, 
curſed is the Ground for thy Sale: 3 


thou eat ale Doy Be fy je Thr 
to Thee 


fo and ſhall it 
l e the B l . Kia — 


r till thou return 
unto the Graund : For out 'of it waſt thou talen: 


Her Duſt thou art and unto Duſt ſhalt thou re. 


turn. e Here it is ſaid that God created the Earth, 


* 


2 Gen. 1. 1. b Ver. 2 e Chap. 2. 17. a Chap. 3. 6- 
e Verf. 16, bd 19. n nen 


L 2 them 
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them that, whenever ſhould venture to tranſ- 

his Command, Loſs of Happineſs would be 
the Conſequence: That the Woman, led afide 
by her Paſſions, ſinned; She ſaw, 'defired, and 


cat: The Man alſo, hearkening to her Voice 


be- 


: ogra (177 mag Fae _— 
Ivy, that, by Sinning, incurred the divine 
iſpleaſure, and were by God condemned to 
Labour, Sorrow and Death. All theſe Things 
are related in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Language: 
They ſtand forth in the cleareſt Light, K 


hid under any Emblems, nor darkened 


much as one figurative Expreſſion. They are 
not in the leaſt diſcoloured, diſſembled, or diſ- 
iſed. Every Thing wears its own proper 
orm. It is God himſelf who is the Creator of 
all Things, and Avenger of his violated Laws: 
It is Man himſelf who is happy in Innocence, 


and made miſerable dr jence. It is the 
Paſſions themſelves betray him into Sin: 


Sin itſelf which is the Cauſe of his Miſc 


; and 


Death itſelf which is threatned, and, with other 
attendant Sufferings, inflicted. Every ſingle Ar- 


ticle therefore in the Leſſon, which Dr; M. 


has 


nferred from this Account, The Creation of the 
World by God, Man's Happineſs in it as long 
as he continued innocent, and his Miſery as ſoon 
as he became a wilful Sinner, are fet forth here 
in Terms fo plain and free from Ambiguity, that 


no Comment, no Language can make them 


ap- 


pear plainer. When, that Part of the Account, 


Which relates theſe Things, being — 


? 


; 1 851 

reral, muſt be either literally true, or 
falſe. rab way rang e e 
Name and Character, is anſwerable for itſelf and 
Nothing elſe. There is no borrowed Form, 'Sh4- 


dow, or Emblem, nos may be Ng 
their own Shadows and | | 
Dr. M. finds — with his 


for in Parts of his — 
that Account itſelf is Hiſtorical, but cloath- 
ed in Parables and Similitudes, and in ſome Part 
metaphorical. Now all this does not ſhew an 
Inconſiſtency in that excellent Writer. He is 
r 
all literally true. In his late Appendix, he de- 
clares it as his n, that a real Serpent was 
concerned in the Temptation. Vet he thinks that 
this real Serpent might alſo fland as a Em- 
blem of the Deceiver.* We ſee there how the 
Account may be hiſtorically true, and yet cloath- 
1 — 28 
maining Part, its alſo metaphorical, in 
there is no Difficulty. . 
this excellent Appendix, may learn that Meta- 
phors do not to the fal Matter of any 
Narration, but to the Ex n or Language 
only. They may therefore indifferently be ap- 
lied in any Writing, whether it be Truth or 
iction, and have ly been always uſed 
promiſcuouſly by all Kinds of Writers. NE 
we hear this ſharp Examiner declaring, 
Facts in this Account are all apparent 2 


a Diſc. pag. 57. * 
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and emblematically ſet forth, Gometimes da 


7.4 Ee”. 
and tinpoſſible te be. mei in ite Manntr 4 
aobech they are dejerabed, « Yet it appears, from 
what has been ſaid, that he plainly admits: the 
Trath.of oxtain.of the-princiel Fadts contain. 


_ ed in it, and confeſſes that ſome Part of it is tru- 


ly hiſtorical. Theſe Poſitions cannot poſſibly be 


reconciled to Truth or Reaſon. His own Wit 


may be turned upon him, barely by inverting 


the Sentence; fork will be true-of hw, 9 
| holds this Account.to be wholly dtitious, to be 


of Parables and Similitudes, and yet to 
ws, in fome Part, Hiſtorical. 
siven then the Truth of the Capital 


Facts 


any 
's Deſign was to inculcate the Belief of 


theſe Facts in an allegorical Manner, He muſt 


hold it to be a very ſtrange and Kind of 
Compoſition. . It muſt be wholly a double Ac- 
count, in which the ſame Things are. literally 


ſpoken: of, ſometimes but obliq * 
ed, at one Time held u — — 
own and naked Forms, and then at laſt 
preſented to Us under a e. But, what is 
ſtill worſe, the Subſtance of the Diſcourſe muſt 
all be made true, —— - 
tation of that Subſtance thrown into the Circum- 


ſtances. Thus the Sin, and conſequent Miſery 


a Page 124. | of 
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ſure f:behys to capirtain us with it alſo in a 
For it can ſerve no Purpoſe but our En- 


al Facts deſigned to be inculcated 
being then confeſſedly true, and iably li- 


teral, no further End to be anfwered,” tio 


the contrary it is repugnan ice of 
Writers, and to — oF and 


a communicated Force, which muſt | 
| draw them after theſe either into the Regions of 


[88] 


vain and ſportive Fancy ſet at Work to diſguiſe 


Truths of ever uſeful Importance. 
Tun Circumſtances, when we Abend their 
Connection with the fundamental Points, receive 


or Fiction. But we will venture to con- 


them alſo independent] by OY EI 
and allowed Fact, and, divelting ther of 


er: folate for 

They ber fach fin Characters and 
fions of it as viſibly demonſtrates their * 
Dignity and Alliance to it. The Author in them 
all al i 3 
as are 

afterwards bed in the Sequel of bi 
Now this he would certainly never have 
e, if he had not deſigned that this his Man- 
SEE e:contilag; By ies thonkd: booted 
for Truth. For if they be intended to be held 
as Fictions, they are ſuch Fictions as never had 
place in any ſerious and reputable Hiſtory, - ſuch 
as the Remainder of the Pentateuch, I hope, will 
ſtill be allowed. Moſes deſcribes the of 
the Sabbath in theſe Words. And God bleſſed the 
Seventh Day, and ſanctiſied it: becauſe that in it 
he had refted from all his Work, which God creat- 
ed and made. * We know well that the 
Jews ſtill keep this Sabbath, | for the Reaſon 
| a Gen. 2.3. v4 5 A 
here 


outward Impulſe, to obſerve 'their own natural 
he — 2 And even thus we muſt ſtill ac- 


Temple, « | zenta- 
to charge his Author with an In- 

confiſtency, who ſhould allow the latter Account 

to be true, but ſhould ſay that the former was a 
Fiction of his own ? Shall we then charge A 

fes with this or with ſtill greater Inconſiſtences? 

He not only barely mentions the future Obſer- 

vance of the Sabbath, but commands it: He is 


Hi. L. z. C. 50. Ludi Caphtolini ferent be. b Lib! r. 
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| WI] 
had, if they had known, or but fu that 
the Grounds and Reaſons, upon rx vue 
commanded to obſer it, were all an fra 

their Lawgi ? Or can we think ſo 
a Me hn as to believe that he could, w 
2 ra 


and Shew of Sanctity, have inforced 
conſcious: to himſelf no b 
more may {till be ſaid for the Truth of this par. 
ticular Circumſtance; For God himfelf 


— them. — — 
che Foundation of his Service, or ſupport it 
laid, upon ſuch Motives. 
TuIS Mark of Truth, which is found beſides 
in many more of the Circumſtances, is likewiſe 
common to the fundamental Articles of this Nar- 
ration. As may be ſeen in the following ſum- 
und . The 


1— 
| Ex- 
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preſs a Command of God, and iw eat of a Fruit 


F 


Adam 

m. An 

A- 

1 

And the 

4 from Man, 
made be a Woman, and brought her unto the Man. b 
Here is alfo laid the Foundation of the reciprocal = 
Duty and Affection that ought to ſubliſt between 
Man and Wife: as it is deduced in the follow-" 
gen Bone, and ſt es the 
— becauſe Lu taken out of Man. 


World is deſcribed in the Beginning of dhe bert 
Chapter. For our Parents are tempted to'tranſ- 


ee eee Nats. 
a Chap. 2. Verf. 7. b Verf. 20, 21, 22. e vert 23, 44. 

CIO Ver. Page 
e n=" 


Ful over thee. a The 


1 
Eluined in 14, 15 Verſ. And the Lord God ſaid 
uno re Serpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou 
art curſed above all Cattle, and above every Bea 
of the Field: upon thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duft 
alt thou eat all the Days of thy Life. | And I will 
put Eumity between Thee and the Woman, and be- 
tween"thy "Seed and. ber- Seed: E ſhall. * 
Head, and thou ſbalt bruiſe bis Heel. But to 
it a fanciful Solution, as that Author does, in 

Jaco ey ray „5 
| 594 injudicious 
trifling a Writer, as muſt fink his Genius and 
Deſign below thoſe of the worſt Fabuliſts or 
Compoſers of In the next Verſe 
the ſingular Pains, that are laid upon Women in 
Child-Bearing, are acoounted for, and the Foun- 
dation of that Submiſſion they owe their Huſ- 
gh e th Le e bie le 


greatly multi 3 5 
EE 


; as 

thy Defire ſhall be — and be hel 
of the Ground, 

and the Neceſſity of Man's great Labour in the 

Cultivation ——̃ —U— 

Words. ind unte Adam be ſaid, 

lat bear ſtened unto the Vorce 4 Wife, and 

For ws. the Tree, n 

2 ſhalt not ent of it Curſed: 15: t 

Serum for t 95 ———— 

Lene. * 

N . 

AY 9 eat 
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it 


ſhalt ' thou return. d 


kitherto only has the'Truch of the An. 
ſoic Wricings been ut called in Queſtion. 


Tuxsz are the Things whoſe Natures and 

ent Manner of Exiſtence Moſes has accounted 
or in this his Relation of the Creation and Fall, 
We are Witneſſes that the Things 


Connection wi 4 Serben 
„I think We cannot behold fuch 


| pay any in any other Light than as hiſtorical. 


——— ge of ſome 
Revolutions both in the moral 
orld from the to his 
— — He writes the of fallen 
Man, and he writes the an's Fall. 
D 
theſe Revolutions to Cauſes, or that, in 
any one Period, he has only from his I- 
magination, what is this but overthrowing his 
Verazity 7. Erdung may convey'thair Moran 
„ b Verf. 199. 
feigned, 


\ 
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ſages, but probable, Stories, making their Ac» 
— 
u W 18 
Or they may — mor ern nr ns + 
and then the Production will be an Ape 
But, when a profeſſed Hiſtorian takes in 
to account far. the preſent Nature of 
and to deliver the Cauſes of their in 
Manner we now ſee them exiſt, to do in a 
Way different um ehe Trat enn proved from - 
Nothing but Ignorance, or a Deſire to miſlead ; 
and the Author of ſuch a Work, I not do be 
called an Allegoriſt, but a Deceiver. 

Ir, to theſe ts for a Bdlief chat the 
Story of the Creation and Fall was intended for 
an Account of real Facts, jo ym re gee 
timony of ſome Paſi: Scriptures con- 
ie to induce the dee 
need be added. 
| Winn van is eri a0 in 
Writings, both of the Old and New Teſtament, 
it is conſtantly done as to a Relation li 


dme — 
which eſtabliſh or inforce the Obſervation of the 
Sabbath. 2 — Ar 

to this religious Service — —.— Ac- 
count of the Creation, 
ſuppoſe its Truth: but alſo further, in 
Terms aſſert it. Thus the Fourth Command- 
ment affirms that in Six Days the Lord made 


Heaven 


” r — bk AS 
— 
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Heaven and Earth, the Sea, an” th v6 


15, T row ng wherefore the Lord 
ble 5 a Figs 
. the tres Liar fol the- Sab= 


png Fa hg oe þ pin 


FFC 
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ö the Man is met of the N 5 
ae Wines: the Man. 4 88 


Ap 0 5. #645 c Hebr. 4. 4. d 1 Cor. 
$.47. f I Tim. 2. 14, 
Minds 
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- BO We may behold our Saviour hin- 
ſelf eſtabliſhing and ſecuring the Practice of 2 
moral Duty upon the Credit of this ſame Rela- 
tion: And making it the Rule and Standard of 
that Affection which ought to ſubſiſt between 
Man and . by Phariſces alſo came unto him 
n n, ng unto bim, «4 
5 EW 1 Ae (Re J 
4 He aft a, ſaid unto Have ye not. 
read, 4 oe ry 24 16 4 4. pt 
made them Male and Female? and ſaid, 
Cauſe ſhall, à Man leave Father and Mot * 
} cleave to bis Wife: And they twain ſhall be one 
Fleſh. Wherefore they are no more twain but one 
Fleſh. What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not Man put qſumder. b Tt cannot be thought te- 
dious to run over the ſame Diſcourſe in the 
Words of another Evangeliſt. . And the Phariſees 
VV 
to put away his Wife ? tempting bim. And be an- 
| fwered and ſaid unto them, did Moſes com- 
mand You? And they ſaid, Moſes ſuffered to write 
2 Bill of Divorcement, and to put her And 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, For t Hard- 
| Bos your Heart be wrote You this Precept. But 
rom the Beginning of the Creatidh, God made them 
Male and Female. For this. Cauſe ſhall a Man 
leave his Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife; 
and they twain ſhall be one Hh: Jo then they are 
Cor. 1. 3. 1 
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. in 5 of the Authority of this 
iſtory. Nevertheleſs Death reigned from Adam 
to Moſes, even over them that had not finned after 
5 the Similitude of Adam's. Tranſgreſſion,” who is the 
* Figure of bim tbat was to come. But not as the Of. 

| a. Mark 10. 2 &c. | | 


produce yet one C 
eſs 


* . Y N fence, 
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—_— is the Free Gift. For ; through the 


0 0 be dead; much more the Grace 
222 Grace, IE 


od; wr reins Jo is the Gift: For 
| B 25 005 J but the 
— Offences unto Juſtification. 
bl ence Death reigned by one, 
much mar f Rightemfrrh, hall rage 


Enos fo yt Rigg fn, th Br Of 
Juſtification of Life. "For 
eee man many were made Sin- 
ence of one, be 
3 4. Again. A e cb y# 
the dead and become the Firft-Fruits- 
that flept. For fince by Man came Death, by Man 
came alſo the Reſurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, i 


A 


NASA o r e ere 


pravation of our Nature is maintained. For We 
ſhall all be made alive in Chriſt no otherwiſe 
than as We all died in Adam. 

Uros the Whole. There is Nothing incredi- 
ble-in the Facts, or Matter of this Relation, and 
therefore it is no Apologue. : | 
Tur Authority of the Writer is unqueſtioned, 
and is great to eſtabliſh a Belief of an 
credible Facts: The Deſign of the Author, whi 
was the Inſtruction of the World in ſeveral mo- 
ral and religious Duties, and, in the Truth of ſe- 


* 


veral 


, 
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- 'veral Facts from 'whence thoſe Duties are deri- 


ved, could not have been anſwered by a Fable: 
Through the whole of the Account are inter- 
ſperſed ſeveral 2 Characteriſtics of true Hiſ- 
tory: And laſtly, its being a true Hiſtory 
there are the — of many ſacted Interpre- 
ters, inſpired by the ame Holy 8 irit which. pre- 
ſided in its . And T it is no 
Fable. | 
WHENCE we arrive at the laſt Concluſion, for | 
the ſake of which chiefly the whole 
vas undertaken, that the Foundation of the Firſt 
Prophecy is yet ſecure: And therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding any Thing here objected, that it may 
ſtill be eftecmed a Part of that Chain of Prophe. 
cies extended hall A , in which the 
Revelation of the promiſed Red was gra- 
dually unfolded. 


I have all along avoided giving any Explana- 


tion of my own of the ſeveral Particulars of this 
_ Hiſtory which have come under Conſideration, 


both becauſe ſeveral and convenient Expla- 
nations of the whole have been already given, by 
many eminent- Authors, and alfo becauſe my 

ent Deſign did not carry me any further, than 

y to free it from the Objections that had been 
revived againſt it. My Attempt was not to pro- 
cure any new Light, but to reſtore the old : and 
to recover that which, by-the Interpoſition of an 


a envious Cloud, N rn 


ma 
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III. A brief State of the Queſtion . 
ther Prophecies or Miracles afford 
ſtronger Evidence for the N of 
nnn. 


1 HY. b dn mie a Gan 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity? They 

| who will not allow that it is ſup- 
2 —— Strength of Evi- 

Ae ——— 
te det of two ſtat Kinds of ies ker vi- 


Or why, again, is it debated amongſt the Friends ; 
of Chriſtianity ? If they are ſatisfied in the whole 
of its Evidence, and feel that its united Force is 
ſtrong enough to overthrow all Oppoſition, and 
to work a full Conviction in every udiced 
Mind, —— the: GerviewsE —— 
demands; —— 
rioſity at beſt that can engage them to ſpend their 
Leiſure in enquiring into the ſeparate and diſ- 
tin& Forces of its ſeveral Parts. If ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes had given in their Evidence in ſome de- 


pending Cauſe, — CIR 
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that their concurring Teſtimony decided the 
Matter ſo clearly as to leave no Room for fur- 
ther Doubts; for them to ſuſpend their Sentence 
till they had made a nice Diſquiſition into the 
diſtinct Weight of 274 1 Depoſition, would 


be thought, at 24 Exactneſs, and 
a Dag which the Serve cf Cauſe did not 
demand. 


Trs probable therefore, that this Queſtion owes 
its Riſe to a Set of Men not properly taken in 
under either of theſe Claſſes. I mean thoſe Ene- 
mies of the Chriſtian Cauſe, who wear the Maſk 
of Friends. Unable to gain their Ends by open 

Force, they craftily endeavour to divide it 
itſelf, and thus to deſtroy it by its own Strength. 
They endeavour: to ſhew Prophecy is a 
ſtronger Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity than 
Miracles. One would at firſt apprehend no ill 
Deſign here. For what would be the Conſe- 
quence? Miracles afford a very ſtrong Proof: 
| Prophecy yields yet a ſtronger: Therefore Chriſ- 
tianity is — This would be the Infe- 
rence of a common Genius. But theſe ſublime 
Reaſoners would give the Argument a contrary 
Tendency, making this ſurprizing Inference, 
therefore Chriſtianity is — — 
ing with Induſtry prov tren 
of Proph — to that of Miracles, would 
— Reaſoning here, that there is not 


the leaſt Degree of Seth in ether of them. 
TRE, to 2 the Laws of 


are known, will eaſily diſcern the Weaknl of 
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this Sophiſm. Indeed they conceal their firſt 
Term; but force them to produce this, and the 


1 —— — 
phecy is ſtronger than Miracles. But it is 


made of the Ex- 
cels'of the Force of one above chat of the other; 


the Amount of their particular Forces ſhould firſt 


be known. Or, if this Diſquiſition be too nice 
or laborious, it muſt at leaſt be agreed upon that 
they have each of them ſome Quantity of Force, 
and that Force muſt be valued in the Groſs z o- 
therwiſe no Eſtimate can be made, though ever 
ſo inartificial, of their comparative Forces. The 
diſtin& Forces then of Prophecy and Miracles, 
or at leaſt of one of them, is evidently the firſt 
Term, t they endeavour ” hide it. Whence 
it is plain, returning after the Com 

oato weaken the gens af wide of ue, thay 


— Begging the Qyeftion: their Reaſoning ma- 
anifeſtly terminates in an Attempt to unſettle that 
which was firſt of all ſettled; to eftabliſh an Ei- 
timate of the T'wo Forces contrary to that which 
was firſt a upon ; and therefore to deſtroy 
thoſe very rinciples from which the Argument 
proceeded. 

IT muſt ſurely be plain to common Seiaſe, 
that a Compariſon, between Two Things does 


not affect or alter the real Nature of the Things 
themſelves. The Reſult of it can only be a Know- 


ledge of the Proportion they bear to each other, 


ble with an Abſurdity even worſe than Kg 
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of their relative Value, not of that which ought 
to be known before, their real Worth conſidered 
ſingly and independently on each other. For the 
Things compared remain the ſame in every Re- 
. , as they were before, the Compariſon, 
owever they go on, to the Surprize of all 
the Beholders, to convince that this Bul- 
wark of Prophecy, which they had laboured to 
raiſe to ſuch Strength and Fairneſs, is 
all a * of _ and therefore by 
s to vaniſh, which was to A | 
vp ut — — — 
ed Strength of Evidence muſt ſink and 
with it. Thus they would raiſe one Part of the 
Edifice above its natural Height, and then, by 
letting it fall. upon the reſt, cruſh the whole 

Structure under it. Such treacherous 
lurk underneath ſuch ſpecious Ap Like 
dc they eng rs ray 1 ly affectionate 
Anxiety enquire W 8 
of Chriſtianity lieth, that — op 
it off, and deliver it over, thus deſpoiled and en- 
feebled, to the Deriſion and Inſults of (emer 
But are deceived. A Conqueſt over Chriſ- 
— — any ſuch Artifices 
as theſe. Its Strength is not, like that of the He- 
brew Champion, lodged in any Excreſcencies, or 
| held by Virtuc of any ſecret Cuſtoms or Obſer- 
vances: but is natural to it, runs through its 
Conſtitution, and 1s diffuſed in juſt — 
over all its Parts. | | 


IT 


—2 
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Ir has been pretended that our Saviour him- 
ſelf has entered into this Diſpute, and has decided 
it in the Manner they defire, who wiſh to make 
the worſt Uſe of it againſt his Religion. Though 
I really think that this Queſtion howſoever deci- 
ded, if fairly conſidered, threatens no great Hurt, 
or promiſes no great Advantage, to Chriſtianity; 
yet, becauſe deſigning Men may give it ſuch a 
Turn as to miſlead the unwary, and make that 
an Inſtrument of the greateſt Hurt which is in 
itſelf y harmleſs; to prevent this Abuſe of 
the Nature of Things, and to deprive the Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity of their laſt faint Hopes of 
Succeſs in their fraudulent Attempts againſt- it, 
is a Proſpect which makes this Queſtion ſeem 
more worthy a ſerious Conſideration; . and the 
Endeavour to ſet it in a clear Light appear fruit- 
ful of better Effects, than bately the Gratifica- 
tion of an indolent Curioſity. We ſhall begin 
then by conſidering the Aſſertion of Dr. Midale- 
ton, that all which his Lordſhip has been affirming 


fo freely concerning the ſuperior Evidence of Mira- 


cles to that of P , ſeems to have been origi- 


nally confuted, and the whole Queſtion determined 


againſt him by Chriſt himſelf; Who in one of his 
Parables declares, that thoſe, who would not hear k- 
en to Moſes and the Prophets, would not be per- 
fuaded, thaugh one roſe from the dead. Luke 16. 
31. clearly intimating, that the Word of Prophecy, 
as delivered in the Old Teftament, carried with it 
a firmer Proof of the Truth of his Goſpel to the 
Jews, than even the greateſt of all Miracles. It is 

a P. 57. O proper 
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proper to begin with this, becauſe if our Savi- 
our's Sentiments ſhould appear to be what 
they are here repreſented, all Argument is at an 
End: And Nothing will remain for Us to do, 
but, ſubmitting to his ſacred Authority, to guard 
againſt any ill Application of his Opinion, and 
to prevent his own Declaration from being turn- 
ed to the Deſtruction of his Cauſe. 

Two Circumſtances well underſtood, will 
yn to a = A on b of 
is as far as the preſent Queſtion is con- 
cerned, = what was the Point, and what-were 
the Means, of Perſwaſion propoſed. Dr. M. 
—7—7—＋—— — — 
0 „and the Means, expreſſed by M. 
ſes and 2 and the Rifing of one — the 
dead, Prophecies and Miracles. Now granting 
that he is right in this Opinion, ſtill our Savi- 
our's declaring that the latter would be ineffectual 
where the former had failed, will be far from 
OT to a — 3 2 Mord 
P carried with it a firmer Proof of . 
Truth f the Goſpel, than the greateſt of Y | Ain 
cles : becauſe he does not ſay that P could 
do more than Miracles, but only that Miracles 
could not do more than Prophecy; not, that 
Pro could bring Conviction to the Mind of 
an el where Miracles had failed, but that 
the latter could not overcome that of In- 
fidelity which had been Proof againſt the for- 
mer. The Inference then can be carried no far- 
ther than that Miracles are not of ſuperior Force 


to 
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to cy, which differs widely from a De- 
claration in Favour of the Superiority of Prophe- 
cy: For ſtill they may ſtand both upon 3 Level, 
and their Powers may remain equal. Allowing 
then that He has taken both theſe Points right, 
it a that our Saviour has not decided the 

as he would have it. But we are not 
"fre that Ho has noe miſtaken tho Defgn of 
the Parable. We find that it was ſpoken to the 
* — it is ſaid were covetous. Accord - 
ingly a Rich Man is made the chief Character 
1 the Parable. The Uſe he made of his Riches 
was not, to communicate to others, and to re- 
lieve the Wants of the diſtreſſed: For when La- 
zarus was laid at his Gate full of Sores, and de- 
ing to be fed with the Crumbs which fell from 
the Man's Table, we do not read that He 


had any Relief from the Dogs, which 
came and licked his : But He applied them 
to the Ind of his A and ſpent 


them himſelf in all the plendour and Lux- 
ury of n — 1 ·˖·¶VÄ»«- 
Linnen, „ ev 
is all that is related f We Bd him 
different Circumſtances, — 
— For He died, and was buried, and 
in Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in Torments. 
Now what do we — — 
his Hearers ſhould. underſtand to be the Cauſe 
of his Puniſhment? Surely thoſe Crimes alone 
which He had reported of his Life, amongſt 
—_————_——— 
O 2 


n 
C ————— — 
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He now, in his Turn, becomes a Supplicant, 
and begs firſt for a Relief of his own Miſeries. 
But, when this is denied him, he petitions next 
for a Prevention of the Miſeries of his Relations. 
Then He ſaid, — — 
wouldeſt ſend Lazarus to my Father's Houſe 
Thain Debut ahcheency 5 
left they alſo come into this Place of 

was he deſirous that Lazarus ſhould 

his Brethren ? We can ſuppoſe it to be N 
r — 
which Lazarus had been a Witneſs to, the Event 
.of a luxurious and immoral Life, and the Miſe- 
ries which attended the wicked in a future State. 
He thought that this could not fail of deterring 
them from purſuing his Steps in Life, and there- 
by would prevent their coming into the ſame 
Place of Torment with himſelf. Abraham aid 
that an Attention to. Moſes and the Prophets, 
which they were already poſſeſſed of, was ſuffi- 
cient to effect what he deſired. They have Moſes 
and the Prophets; let them hear them. And he ſaid, 
nay, Father Abraham, but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. The ordinary Me- 
thods of Admonition, which they have been fo 
long accuſtomed to diſregard, will make no Im- 
preſſion upon their — Minds ; but ſo aſto- 
niſhing a Call as this could not fail of ſtriking 
„ ay 35 ny, rr ra 
tion. And Abraham ſaid unto him, i, they hear 
not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they be 
perfwaded though one roſe from the dead. 
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FRo M this View of the Parable it does not 
ſeem in the leaſt probable, that the Truth of the 
Goſpel was what the Rich Man deſired to have 
his Friends perſwaded of. There is no Room 
to imagine that the Characters of this Parable are 
taken from ſuch as were ſuppoſed to have had 
the Goſpel preached unto them. And except they 
were ſuch; the Reception of the Goſpel cannot 

ſſibly be concerned in the Diſcourſe. A Diſ- 

lief of its Truth was not amongſt the Sins for 
which the Rich Man himſelf ſu Nor is 
there the leaſt Intimation that he wanted to have 
charged Lazarus with any other Commiſſion, 
than to teſtify unto them the Truths which a- 
roſe from his own fad Example. But what muſt 
entirely clear up the Matter is that he himſelf 
sly tells us for what End he wanted to have 
ſent to his Brethren a Herald from the dead: not, 
to perſwade them to embrace the Goſpel, but to 
repent : But if one went unto them from the dead, 
ſays He, they will repent. It is clear then that the 


Point of Perſwaſion is not the Truth of the Goſ- 


pel, but the Neceſſity of Repentance and a vir- 
tuous Life in Order to future Happineſs. Whence 
it will follow as clearly, that the Means of Per- 
ſwaſion recommended Abraham . under the 
Name of Moſes and the Prophets, could not be 
thoſe Predictions of the Meſſiah which were con- 
tained in the Old Teſtament, becauſe theſe, of 
all the Parts of the Scriptures, could have the 
leaſt direct Tendency to bring about the deſired 
End. I hope we need not be reminded here that 


by 


. dl 
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by a familiar Cuſtom of ſpeaking, Moſes and the 
Prophets was a Term ſignifying the whole Vo- 
lume of the Jewiſh Scriptures. Whatever Rules 
of Life then were difleminated through theſe 
Scriptures, whatever inſtructive Precepts or Ex- 
amples they contained, whatever Deſcriptions and 
Monuments were to be found in them of God's 
eternal Juſtice and Mercy, whatever they taught 
of his Hatred to Vice and Love of Virtue, what- 
ever Motives and Encouragement they held up 
to Mankind to draw them to the practice of the 
latter, or whatever Denunciations of V 
they proclaimed to deter them from the former, 
theſe were the Parts in them peculiarly fitted to 
impreſs upon the Minds of Men a Senſe of their 
Duty, to reclaim them. from their Errors, and 
to awe or allure them into the Study of Godli- 
neſs :. And therefore theſe muſt have been the 
Parts which Abraham is made to point out to the 
Regard of thoſe whom he wanted to bring back 
into the Paths of Life. And whoever is ſo hard- 
ned as not to be wrought upon by theſe power- 
ful Arguments, whoever refuſes to hear the Voice 
of Moſes and the Prophets inſtructing him with 
the greateſt Clearneſs and Authority, and giving 
undoubted Proofs of their divine Commiſſion, 
ſuch an one, of ſo ſtubborn and inſenfible an 
Heart, would not be moved nor perſwaded though 
one roſe from the dead: For even a Meſſenger 
from the dead could not bring clearer Diſcove- 
ries of the Will of God, nor ſtronger Creden- 
tials of his bearing the divine Authority, r 
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had already been unſucceſsfully applied to them. 
It is not then the ies, but the Doctrines 
ſupported by the Authority of the ſacred Wri- 


tings, that are here ſpoken of as ſufficient to work 
a Reformation in any Mind yet open to Convic- 
tion. And therefore it is a Miſapplication of this 
Parable to produce it as an Argument of our Sa- 
viour's Opinion concerning the Efficacy of Pro- 
phecy and Miracles in atteſting the Truth of his 
Goſpel. And it is ſtill a greater Miſapplication 
of it to produce it as an Argument that his Opi- 

nion was in Favour of the ſuperior Efficacy of 

the former. | | | 
SINCE then it may be done without any Treſ- 
paſs on the ſacred Authority of our Saviour, let 
us reaſon of the relative Powers of Pr and - 
Miracles, and endeavour to ſet them in fo clear 
a Light, that it may be eaſy for every one to 
compare them together, and to form a clear No- 
tion of their mutual Proportions. The plaineſt 
and moſt natural Way to this is to gain a diſtinct 
Knowledge of the Things to be compared, their 
individual and independent Powers. By what 
Virtue is it then that Prophecy becomes a divine 
Evidence of the Miſſion of him for whoſe Sake 
it is given, and whence is its Power derived ? 
The Solution 'of this Queſtion cannot be very 
difficult: It requires Nothing more than a little 
Attention to the by which we are led to 
ſee the Evidence of Prophecy. When we ſee a 
Prophecy given out long before the Time of the 
Event which it foretells, or clearly foretelling. a 
: | Contin- 
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Contingency, in either Caſe we readily diſcern 
that it cannot be the Reſult of human Wiſdom, 
For the Event, in the former Caſe, is too remote 
to be perceived by human Sight, and in the lat- 
ter, lies concealed behind ſuch Obſtacles as no 
mortal Eye can pierce through. We cannot un- 
thread. thoſe intricate Avenues that lead to it in 
one Caſe, nor ſtretch over the immenſe Diſtance, 
by which it is divided from. Us in the other, 
When therefore we ſee ſuch an Event, which is 
plainly out of the Reach of human Diſcernment, 
as clearly deſcribed in the Prophecy of it, as if 
it had gone before the rg Jn we perceive 
that it muſt come from that all-wiſe Being before 
whom alone all Things and Events are laid open 
and naked, whoſe Knowledge paſſes — all 
conceivable Bounds of Time or Space, and who 
ſees the whole Series of future Beings unfolded 
before they have Exiſtence. Here now grows 
the Teſtimony of a divine Miſſion in Behalf of 
him, for whoſe Sake the Prophecy is given. The 

Wiſdom of God undeniably witneſſeth his Truth, 
and proclaims the Juſtice of his Pretenſions. He 
brings a Ray of Light, which could be borrow- 
ed from no * bo from __ ather of 
Lights. And fore Virtue of Prophecy 
1 here, that its Teſtimony is — the 
Teſtimony of divine Knowledge. 

LET Us now in like Manner endeavour to 
diſcover where the Virtue of Miracles lies. We 
| behold an Effect produced, which is manifeſtly 
beyond the Power of thoſe ſenſible Means uſed 
in 
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in its Production, We muſt readily ſee that it 


cannot be the Work of any natural Cauſe, or of 


any human Agent. . For no Efficacy of Nature 
can any other Effect than barely that 
which is adequate to the Power of thoſe Meats 
or Cauſes it ſets to Work. Neither can any Art 
of Man add to natural Cauſes that Force which 


they are naturally deſtitute of, ſo as to enable 


them to effect what they are naturally incapable 
of Ing. 1, for lere den Pc of Cl 
be naturally unable to reſtore Sight to the bli 
no human Power can enrich it with that Virtue 
which Nature has denied it. We may indeed, 
by changing their Texture, make many 
— of that for which they were unfit 
under a different Form. But even this Power is 
limited under certain Laws of Nature; And the 
utmoſt that our Abilities can pretend to, is ſome- 
times to affiſt Nature in its Operations, and to 
ſooth it as it were, into Action, by tempting it 
to bring forth that Energy it ſtrove to conceal, and 
by putting it in a proper Poſture for exerting the 
greateſt Force which it is endowed. When 
therefore ſuch — appear as far exceed 
the Powers of Nature and the Skill of Man uni- 
ted, diſcerning the Impotency of all created Be- 
ings, We can ſolve them no otherwiſe than by 
recurring to that ſupreme Being who hath created 
all theſe Things, and bringeth out their Hoſt 
Number : Who encreaſeth Strength to them that 
bave no Might. Hence ariſeth the Teſtimony of 
Miracles for the divine * of him in whoſe 
Be- 
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Behalf they are The Power of God 
undeniably witneſſeth Truth, and 

the Juſtice of his Pretenſions. And therefore 
the Virtue of Miracles lies here, chat their Teſ- 
timony is manifeſtly the ram, of divine 

Power. 

Tunis then is common to both Kinds of Ru- 
dence that they are Manifeſtations of the divine 
Interpoſition in Favour of his Pretenſions to 
whom, or for whoſe Sake, they are vouchſafed. 
But they differ in the Methods of making this 
Interpoſition known. They both lead to the Diſ- 

covery of the fame great Firſt-Mover, but 
different Ways. Prophecy ſhews him as the great 
Lawgiver of the Univerſe, — — 
the Volumes of Futuri and to 
whom alone belongs the vilegs bf foeing and di 

every Movement of Nature, and beholding 

every Event with which the Womb of Time is 

t. Miracles lay bare the Hand of the great 

Ruler of the Univerſe and ſhew the awful Ma- 
of him whoſe Fiat is a Law to the obedi- 

ent World, who commands all the Springs of 


Nature, and bends them to his Will. He, for 
for his Creden- 


whom ere — brings 
tials a Secret which could come only from the 
Cabinet- Council of Heaven: He, whoſe Claim 
is Id by Miracles, demands Credit from Us 
irtue of a Power which none but the Al- 
hty could delegate. In a Word, 
os Coder of a Cauſe by Vir- 
tue of his Omniſcience, and Miracles by Virtue 
of his Omnipotence. Wr 
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We fee now wherein the Force of theſe Two 


different Kinds of Evidence conſiſts, what they 
— — — 
guiſhed. Whence the Method | 
— Qrder' to diſcover where the 
Superiority lies, is eaſy. For, ſubſtituting that 
whenia —— — — 
will be betwirt theſe Attributes of God, and the 
Queſtion will become, which of the Two is the 
more coovincing Argument of the Countenance 
and Concurrenee of that God to whom they both 
belong. Let Us aſk Ourſelves then, does a Diſ- 
y of the infinite Wiſdom make Us acknow- 
God's Preſence ſooner than the ſtupendous 
tions-of his outſtretched Arm ? . Or are the 

Works nders of his Power clearer Demonſtrations 
of his attending Favour and Protection, than the 
illuſtrious Records of his Wiſdom ? In what- 
ever Hand We now entruſt the Balance, I am 

perſwaded that He, who holds it, will declare 


To For the Attributes of the 
Fakes own, inſcperable, and in- 
* o'r thug in heir on Nature th ow 

and Miracles is equa], yet may 
not always ſeem ſo to our Apprehenſions. Our 
Minds are not all alike affected with the fame 
Things. Whether it be from ſome and 
native Caſt in their Frame, or the of 
that bodily Machine to which they are united; 
or whether Commerce with. others, Habit, and 


Education ä them, it is 
2 certain 
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certain that howſoever they have contracted it, 
there is a peculiar Turn in the Minds of Men by 
which ſome are inclined to receive Pleaſure and 


Conviction from one Kind of Argument more 
readily than from another, and to be moſt eaſily 


' wrought upon by that, with which others are 


leſs moved. The ſame Truths become more at- 
tractive and amiable to their U i 
when placed in one Light than in another, as 
the ſame Objects do to their Sight. And to all 
both are moſt agreeable by being ſhewn in new 
and various Lights. | 
Bur to Us eſpecially, who live at a Diſtance 
from the Times when the Prophecies were com- 
pleated, and the Miracles wrought, who feel not 
their Efficacy by ſenſible, but by rational Im- 
preſſions, there may be another Reaſon aſſigned 
for ſome Difference in them. For though the 
Manifeſtations of the divine Wiſdom, and the 
divine Power, when both are clearly felt, might 
make us equally ſenſible of God's Interpoſition, 


yet the Steps which lead to the clear — — 
y 


ſion of them may not be equally to all. 
When we are once convinced that there were 
Prophecies given out and compleated in the Per- 
ſon of our Saviour, and that there were Mira- 
cles wrought in Vindication of his Doctrine, they 
may ſeem to our Underſtandings equipollent 
Proofs of his Divine Miſſion ; but then the Way 
to this Conviction may not be in both Caſes e- 
quay obvious. In Order to be convinced that 
re were Miracles wrought in Proof of our Sa- 
viour's 
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viour's Pretenſions, we have only to ſatisfy our- 
ſelves of the Authenticity of the by Hiſtory, 
and to learn from thence that ſuc icular 
Works were exhibited, and that ſuch icular 
Facts did really happen. But the Truth of Pro- 
ies muſt be introduced to our Aſſent by a 
onger Progreſs. For after we are, in the ſame 
Manner as before, ſatisfied that ſome particular 
Events did happen in the Life of our Saviour, 
we are ſtill advanced but a little Way to a full 
Perſwaſion that the Prophecies of the Meſſiah 
received their Completion in theſe Events. There 
remains behind large Matter of Enquiry. The 
Authority of the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment muſt firſt be proved : theſe muſt be care- 
fully examined for the Prophecies they contain : 
And, when they are found, we are to be aſſured 
that they belonged to the Character of the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah. After all this, a Compariſon is 
ſtill to be nicely made between them and the E- 


| vents, for ſhewing the Fitneſs and Agreement 


between them. And when their Correſpondency 
is clearly ſeen, and we have no longer any Scru- 
ples remaining of the Reality both of the Events 
and Predictions ſeparately,. or Suſpicion that the 
one may not yet belong to the other, then only 
are we fully ſenſible of the Proof which Prophe- 
cies — of Io divine Miſſion of our Saviour. 

HEN are clearly apprehended, 

have equal Power oi our Minds. — 
the Truth of the one is not ſo ſoon eſtabliſhed 


there as of the other. They both lead finally to 
| _— 
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the ſame End, and if purſued bring us with e- 
nal Certainty to it, but not by Ways equally 
ort or eaſy. While ſome make their Approach- 
es to the important Truth to which they lead by 
one Path, others may delight to inveſtigate it by 
another. But it ſurely be equally agreeable 
and ſerviceable to all to know that it is acceſſible 
by more Ways than one, and that they are at 
Liberty to purſue that to which the Bent of their 
Mind, their Studies, or Opportunities ſhall de- 
termine them; or with varied and renewed Plea- 
ſure, to explore both in their Turns. | 
Wan has been ſaid may. be illuſtrated. by a 
familiar Example. Euchd has left us a Series of 
Mathematical Truths demonſtrated in a very ele- 
gant Manner. His Commentators, endeavour- 
ing to render ſuch uſeful Knowledge as eaſily 
attainable as poſſible, have adapted different De- 
monſtrations to all thoſe Propoſitions which 
ſeemed moſt difficult to be underſtood ; drawing 
thoſe out into a fuller Explanation which He 
had delivered in a conciſer Manner, and demon- 
ſtrating thoſe by ſenſible Schemes which he had 
treated in a more abſtracted Way. We allow 
the Deſign its due Praiſe : not that one Demon- 
ſtration is truer than another, or gives better E- 
vidence to the Propoſition, but becauſe various 
Geniuſes are better ſuited, pleaſed, or aſſiſted by 
theſe different Demonſtrations than they could 
have been by one alone. are all equally 
convincing when underſtood, but, it may be, 
not equally pleaſing, nor equally clear to all Ca- 
pacities. 
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pacities. However it contributes more to the 
Entertainment and Inſtruction of all, that 
can place the Propoſition in that Light | 
themſelves ſhall moſt approve of, than if they 
by tying Ever, ons Praten af it ray ta 
by tryi „one Poſition of it may at 
E found which thall ſtrike every Capacity. * 
Tubus We ſee that any Difference which may 
be in the Forces of Prop and Miracles for 
proving. our Saviour's divine Miſſion, is not na- 
tural but accidental to them; and ariſes ſolely 
from the different Reception. they meet with in 
the differen Ss K 
whom they are applied. graciouſly been 
leaſed, in manifeſting to the World a Truth. of 
uch univerſal Importance, to lead Us to it by 
various Ways, that different Natures, thus ac- 
commodated with what is moſt ſuitable to them, 
might not want the Means of attaining to that 
Knowledge which is equally n for all. If 
its Divinity had been atteſted by either of theſe 
ſingly, Chriſtianity would in all Ages have want- 
ed many Converts, r wig n 4,20 
joint And both Ways lyi ma- 
wh . been brought lnvs/th Flook 
of Chriſt who might. have ſtrayed for ever with - 
out the Pale, if only one Entrance had been 
2 n 
its Ri making Gate which 
2 1 
thought fit to make it: Nor fuch poor ri- 
diculous Sophiſtry to deceive Us which would 
prove 
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prove its Weakneſs from its Strength; which 
would make its numerous Forces hurtful to it, 
and take an Advantage againſt it from its havi 
more Proofs, which could not have been 
had it been ſupported by one alone: Which, by 
comparing one Argument of its Truth with an- 
other, would deſtroy all Arguments; and by 
ſhewing that Prophecy is ſtronger than Miracles 
make the World believe that it is weaker than if 
it had ſtood by the Force either of Prophecy 
or Miracles alone. Let us beware of receiving 
ſuch Refinements into Reaſoning, as have long 
ago been admitted into Life; which ſkilfully cre- 
ate Want out of Plenty, and induſtriouſly turn 
the Bounties of Heaven into Curſes, by maki 
that Poiſon which was deſigned for wholeſome 
Food. If one of theſe great Proofs of the Divi- 
nity of the Goſpel ſhould have more Power over 
the Minds of particular Men than the other, 
they, who feel it, are the only Judges which 
that is. - Every Man is ſenſible of the Workin 
of his own Mind alone, and thankore. we might 
as well pretend to be conſcious for others, as to 
determine with which of theſe Proofs they ſhall 
be moſt affected, or which ſhall draw them moſt 
mightily to Conviction. Let not Us quarrel with 
Men becauſe they will not be convinced in the 
fame Way with Ourſelves. If they are gained 
over to Conviction, by what Road they arrived 
at it is hardly worth Enquiry; all is done that 
any juſt Concern of ours for them can prompt 
Vs to wiſh, or their own Salvation does __ 
Ve t 
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It is the Buſineſs off the Friends and Aſſertors of 
Chriſtianity to ſet theſe Proofs in the clear- 
eſt Light they are able, and then to leave all 
Men to apprehend for Themſelves : To preſs 
Home the great Argument for its Truth in its 
full Extent, not confining themſelves to any pe- 
culiar Branch of it; And, while they now try 
one Power and then another till find out 
the prevailing one, not to ſuffer one to fail 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt which may by any In- 
ä ne over to it: gh 
ſome into it by ing upto their View he gl 
dif} 


rious Effulgen eternal Wiſdom, and 
> dren _— before them all the 
Wonders of his Power : ſkilful Artiſts, ſtill 
to encreaſe 3 
8 Powers, as the Greatneſs of 
ork to be done ſhall require it: to add 
e e Prophecy ll ch whole ll grow 
up into one grand com Prophecy ; and 
to join Miracle to 4 ſtand em- 
battled in one invincible : And then laſt of 
al, to unite both theſe Powers alſo, till that E- 
nergy, which was before ſcattered. and diſtributed 
thro de Gofpel fl — 
ad ll the Frcs of Ine ll 
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